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Sunday, July 17, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

GOD AND WEEDS 
 

I have a friend who is a fanatic when it comes to pulling out weeds. As soon as a weed appears, 
he pulls it out. He will even spend an hour on a hot summer afternoon attacking the weeds that 
have had the audacity to grow between the pavers in his driveway or worse yet, have made an 
appearance in his garden. 
 

God is not like my friend. Apparently God does not like pulling up weeds. Certainly that is the 
impression we get from this Sunday's Gospel. (Matthew 13:24-30) There Jesus tells a parable 
about a man who plants wheat in his field. In the course of the night, an enemy sows weeds 
among the wheat. When the plants begin to grow and the weeds appear, the master's slaves 
are anxious to go and start tearing out the weeds. But the master orders his workers to let all 
the plants grow, good and bad alike. At the end of the growing season the workers can then 
destroy the weeds. 
 

God is like the master in that parable. God lets good and bad exist side by side in the world and 
even in the Church. 
 

God does not rid the world of evil. God seems to do nothing to stop the actions of murderers, 
rapists, robbers, abusers, liars, cheats, embezzlers, adulterers, racists, bigots and criminals of 
every sort. They often prosper and frequently avoid human punishment.   
 

God does not purify the Church of its sinful members. Hypocrites, corrupt politicians, pro-
choice legislators, child abusers, the divorced and remarried, unfaithful clergy and religious, the 
morally challenged, and those who make money, fame, pleasure and power the goals of their 
life, are numbered among the members of the Catholic Church. The names of good men and 
women and the names of notorious sinners appear next to one another in the baptismal 
registers of our Church. 
 

It is shocking to consider that God lets evil people damage our world and damage our Church. 
God appears to do nothing to prevent it. How often do people cry out when confronted with 
horrible situations and horrible people, "Why doesn't God do something?" Sunday's parable 
gives us an answer. God lets the good and the bad grow together. Eventually God will judge and 
punish, but in God's time, not ours. Until that judgment occurs good and evil will exist side by 
side. 
 

Like my friend, we might want our gardens, and our world and our Church to be free of weeds. 
But that has not been the case since the Garden of Paradise described in the Book of Genesis. 
As we know, it did not take long for the weeds to appear in that Garden and they have been 
appearing ever since. And it seems God does nothing. Perhaps that is the case because unlike 
weeds, people have the ability to change for the better. Or perhaps that is just how God is. God 
does not like pulling up the weeds – just yet! 



© 2011 Rev. Thomas B. Iwanowski 
 

 


