
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, July 15, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

Delegate.... 
 

If you read books or take courses on leadership, one piece of advice you come across can be 
summed up in three words. Delegate. Delegate. Delegate. Good leaders do not run "a one-
person operation," trying to do everything themselves. 
 

Good leaders delegate responsibility. And they give their subordinates the guidance and 
authority needed to accomplish the tasks they have been assigned. 
 

By delegating tasks, responsibility, and authority, good leaders get more done than they could 
ever do alone. By delegating, good leaders bring others on board and give them a stake in the 
success of the company or organization. 
 

The ability to delegate goes with being a good leader. Jesus was a good leader. Jesus knew how 
to delegate. We see that in this Sunday's Gospel passage (Mark 6:7-13) and throughout the four 
Gospels.  
 

In Sunday's Gospel, Jesus sends out his 12 apostles to preach repentance, to drive out demons, 
and to heal the sick. Jesus sends them out in pairs so they can support one another in their 
work. To accomplish that work Jesus gives them a share in his own power and authority and he 
instructs them not to be concerned about their own needs. 
 

Jesus Christ, the good leader of his Church, continues to delegate. He gives us the same tasks as 
those first disciples. We are to preach repentance, in other words, we are to call people to 
realign their priorities in life according to God's priorities. We are to drive out demons, in other 
words, we are to do all we can to tamp down the evil that corrupts our world – materialism, 
self-centeredness, greed, individualism, addiction, and a lust for power and pleasure. We are to 
heal the sick, in other words, we are to bring the healing compassion of Jesus to those hurting 
in body, mind, or spirit.  
 

To accomplish those tasks, the Lord calls us to work together as part of the Church. We are to 
support one another as the first apostles did as they went out two by two.  To accomplish our 
tasks the Lord gives us his authority, he gives us the guidance and strength of the Holy Spirit. 
And he tells us to travel light. He warns us not to let the stuff in our life – our job, our 
possessions, our money – rule us and keep us from the tasks we have been given. 
 

Our role as Christians is not just to pray that Jesus does something in our world. Our role is to 
carry out  the remarkable tasks the Lord has given us. Jesus, the good leader, the perfect leader, 
is not a one-man show. He knows how to delegate, delegate, delegate. He knows how to 
delegate to us! 
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