
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, July 7, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

THE ADVANCE TEAM 
 

President Obama and Pope Francis both have something in common. Neither of them travels 
on the spur of the moment. Neither the president nor the pope wakes up one morning, calls for 
his limousine, gets driven to the airport, boards a jet, and then tells the pilot where to fly. 
Presidential and papal trips get planned weeks, months, and even years in advance. For 
example, the papal trip later this month to Rio de Janeiro for World Youth Day has been in the 
planning stage for two years. 
 

An essential part of any presidential or papal trip is the advance team. Its task is to go where 
the president or pope intends to travel and to make sure that everything is in order. The 
advance team surveys the area, analyzes the security that will be required, books the 
accommodations, checks the food and beverages that will be served, contacts the media, 
makes certain the venues are in order, and does its best to see the crowds will be large and 
friendly. The advance team’s responsibility is to smooth the way for a successful visit.  
 

While we usually think of Jesus as just going from place to place as the Spirit moved him, it 
seems that Jesus also sent an advance team before him. That is certainly the impression we get 
from this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 10:1-12, 17-20). There we read, “At that time the Lord 
appointed seventy-two others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he 
intended to visit.” A similar statement appeared in last Sunday’s Gospel, where Luke wrote, 
“When the days for Jesus’ being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to 
Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a Samaritan village 
to prepare for his reception there.” (Luke 9:51-52)   
 

We might even say Jesus had a one man advance team at the very start of his public ministry. 
What was the role of John the Baptist but to “prepare the way of the Lord *to+ make straight his 
paths”? (Matthew 3:3) 
 

The disciples that Jesus sent ahead as his “advance team” were not charged with the 
responsibility of booking accommodations, checking out venues, or arranging for security. 
Those on his “advance team” had the task of preparing hearts and minds to hear the message 
of Jesus.  
 

They were to do this by traveling with obvious reliance upon God, by being single-minded in 
their task, by offering peace to those they met, by curing the sick, and by refusing to get bogged 
down by hostility or rejection.  
 

Above all, they were to announce that the kingdom of God was at hand. In other words, they 
were to proclaim that God was acting in this world to overcome the power of evil and sin and to 



bring about a time of harmony, peace, and joy, and that God was doing those marvelous things 
in Jesus Christ. The fullness of God’s kingdom was present in him. 
 

Today, Jesus Christ still needs an advance team so that people will be ready to accept his 
message and welcome him into their hearts. We are the people that Jesus has sent into our 
neighborhood, our school, our workplace, our community, our society to prepare for his 
coming.  
 

We get people ready to welcome the Lord by how we live as Christians, by the kindness and 
love we show, by our concern for those in need, by our generosity, and by our example of 
prayer and faithfulness to the Gospel. Today, we are the advance team of Jesus Christ. 
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