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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SHE’S A CONSERVATIVE, HE’S A LIBERAL 
 
We all have a tendency to label people, to put people into certain categories. The labels 
we use include: liberal, conservative, Democrat, Republican, rich, poor, spiritual, 
religious, unchurched, atheist, smart, dumb, healthy, sick, thin, fat, pretty, plain, jock, 
geek, citizen, alien, undocumented, white, black, etc. 
 
Once we attach labels to people we tend to see them according to the values and 
characteristics we associate with each label. For example, if we think that conservatives 
are narrow-minded and judgmental then that is how we will regard every person on 
whom we put that particular label. We will see them in a negative way.  
 
But if we see conservatives as people waging the good fight to preserve important moral 
values in an increasingly secular world, then those we label as conservatives will be 
viewed in a positive light. 
 
In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 6:1-6), Jesus suffers from the labels his neighbors in 
Nazareth attach to him. He’s just the hometown boy, the carpenter’s kid, Mary’s son. 
Who was he to teach them? Who did he think he was? They had Jesus labeled and 
because they did they missed his message. “And they took offense at him.” (Mark 6:3) 
 
Like the people of Nazareth we can label people and so miss seeing them as they truly are 
and miss the good they may have to offer us. We also can do the same to Jesus. We label 
him as Savior, Messiah, Son of God, Redeemer, and we think we know all there is to 
know about him. Yet Jesus is beyond our labels, beyond our understanding. He is always 
someone more wonderful and amazing than any label we place upon him. 
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