
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, July 4, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

July 4 Dedication 
 

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Richard Henry Lee, and John Hancock have 
something in common. They all signed the Declaration of Independence that proclaimed the 
American colonies were free and independent of Great Britain. 
 

This Sunday we celebrate the 234th anniversary of the publication of that historic document 
that was signed by the delegates to the Continental Congress. 
 

But Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Richard Henry Lee, and John Hancock 
have something else in common. They, and the 51 others who signed that Declaration, were 
dedicated men. They were absolutely dedicated to the concepts of freedom, liberty and 
equality and to a belief that human rights came from God and not from any king or 
government. It was that spirit of dedication that led them to act with courage and conviction. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 10:1-12, 17-20) is also about a spirit of dedication, not to political 
ideals, but rather to Jesus Christ.  
 

Jesus sends out 72 disciples to the places he intends to visit. He instructs those disciples to be 
completely dedicated to him and their mission. 
 

Jesus tells them to have their attention fixed on those waiting for his message of hope and 
consolation for “the harvest is abundant.” 
 

Jesus tells them not to be distracted by concerns for their physical needs or even by social 
convention, but to be focused only on fulfilling their mission.  
 

Jesus tells them to share his peace with all they meet. If that peace is rejected, the disciples are 
simply to move on. Their time and effort are to be directed only to those ready to receive what 
they had to offer. 
 

As the Gospel tells us their dedicated service bore results. “The seventy-two returned 
rejoicing.” 
 

This July 4 reminds us that 234 years ago dedicated men set our country on the path to 
independence. This Gospel reminds us that dedicated disciples prepared people to accept the 
message of Jesus. 
 

Today, Jesus Christ still needs dedicated men and women whose eyes and hearts are set on him 
and his mission. After all, it’s only dedicated people who make things happen. 
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