
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, July 1, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

TWO ENCOUNTERS 
 

A desperate father, a synagogue official, puts aside his pride and publicly pleads with Jesus to 
come and save his dying daughter. A woman, afflicted with hemorrhages for 12 years, pushes 
through a crowd surrounding Jesus, determined to touch this young rabbi who was reputed to 
cure the sick.  
 

Both those characters appear in this Sunday's Gospel. (Mark 5:21-43) Both of them encounter 
Jesus and both of them have their lives changed. Jairus sees his 12 year old daughter who had 
died before Jesus could arrive, raised from her death bed and restored to his arms. Jairus and 
his wife are "utterly astounded."   
 

The woman "who had suffered greatly at the hands of many doctors and had spent all that she 
had" without any relief, touches Jesus' clothing and immediately feels "in her body that she was 
healed of her affliction."  
 

If Jairus had not sought out an encounter with Jesus, death would not have loosened its grip on 
his daughter. Jairus and his wife would have suffered the most intense pain a parent can 
endure – to bury a child. If the woman had not braved a crowd that would have considered her 
ritually unclean because of her disease, she would have continued to experience her life ebbing 
away drop by drop. Those two encounters with Jesus lifted the darkness and made all things 
well. 
 

Today that same Jesus, who raised the dead, healed the sick, and gave hope to those in despair 
is still with us. As he said "I am with you always, until the end of the age." (Matthew 28:20) 
Above all, the Lord Jesus is present in the Church and in her liturgy. There we can encounter 
him in a most powerful way. There his words proclaim a message of hope. There he raises up 
those brought low by sin. There he proclaims the truth to those whose lives are wasting away in 
a restless search for meaning and purpose. There he allows us to touch him in the flesh and 
blood of our fellow Christians and in the consecrated bread and wine of the Eucharist. There he 
notices us as surely as he noticed the suffering woman lost in the crowd swirling around him. 
 

When we truly encounter Jesus, things do not remain the same. They change for the better. 
Just ask the woman with the hemorrhage. Just ask Jarius. 
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