
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, June 24, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

WHOSE BIRTHDAYS? 
 

Whose birthdays do you celebrate? We certainly do not celebrate the birthday of every person 
we happen to know or with whom we come in contact. We don't celebrate the birthday of the 
receptionist who schedules our medical appointments, or of the letter carrier who delivers our 
mail, or of the people in the neighborhood whom we see as they leave for work. 
 

No, we celebrate the birthdays of those people who have impacted our life in a positive way, 
people who have gained a special place in our heart. 
 

This Sunday, June 24, we celebrate the Nativity of John the Baptist.(Luke 1:57-66, 80) His is one 
of only three birthdays that have a place on the Church's liturgical calendar. The others are the 
birthday of the Blessed Mother on September 8, and the birthday of Jesus Christ on December 
25. 
 

We observe those birthdays because those three people impacted our world in a most 
remarkable way.  
 

Mary, obedient to God's will, gave birth to the Messiah. She is the model of how we are to live 
as Christians. She is the perfect disciple.   
 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Word made flesh, revealed the meaning and purpose of life by 
his words and example. He conquered the darkness of sin and death, and allows us to share in 
his victory. No life has had a greater impact on human history than his. 
 

John the Baptist likewise affected our world. He was marked out for a special role from the 
beginning of his life. He was born to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age. His birth was 
foretold by the angel Gabriel who directed that, contrary to tradition, this child was not to be 
named after his father or grandfather, but was to be called, "John," meaning "God is gracious." 
The divine messenger also predicted that "many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in 
the sight of the Lord...he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's womb, and he 
will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God." 
 

That prediction came to pass as John called his fellow Jews to repentance and pointed out Jesus 
as the Lamb of God and the long awaited Messiah. The greatness of John was also seen in his 
integrity and in his refusal to compromise his moral teachings even if that would lead to his 
losing his head. 
 

John the Baptist positively impacted the world. Jesus himself proclaimed John's significance 
when he said "among those born of women there has been none greater than John the 
Baptist.” (Matthew 11:11). 
 



The birth of John the Baptist was no accident. His birth was part of God's great design. It is 
because we recognize that fact and the role that John played in the plan of salvation that we 
celebrate his birthday this Sunday. As we do, we might consider that our birth was also no 
accident. We have life, we have faith, we have membership in God's Church because, like John, 
we are part of God's plan. A plan that challenges us to do what we can so that this world might 
become a place of love, justice, and peace.  
 

If we do as God wishes then our birthday will be celebrated and remembered by the Lord. For 
like us, God celebrates the birthdays of people who make a positive difference, people who 
gain a special place in his heart! 
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