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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

COMING TO TERMS 
 

Hedge Funds. Sovereign Debt. Quantitative Easing. Derivatives. All of us have heard those 
financial terms, especially in our day when the economy often tops the news of the day. But 
while we hear those terms, and perhaps even repeat them ourselves, we may not really 
understand what those words mean. 
 

That is also true with religious terms. We hear words like oblation, redemption, consubstantial, 
and grace. We even say some of those words ourselves when we pray with others, for example, 
during the recitation of the Creed. But most of us would find it a challenge to explain what 
those terms mean in simple language. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 4:26-34), we encounter a religious term we often hear and often 
repeat in our prayer, namely, the kingdom of God. 
 

If we were asked to explain what that phrase means, we might answer that it refers to heaven. 
When we die we want to be found worthy to have a place in the kingdom of God. 
 

Or we might say that the kingdom of God refers to the Church. We became citizens of that 
kingdom when we were baptized.  
 

Or we might think the kingdom of God refers to a time in the future when all people on earth 
will live in peace and harmony. When the harmony between humanity, God, and nature 
destroyed by sin will be restored. 
 

Those responses capture some understanding of the kingdom of God. However, that kingdom 
might simply be described as the action and presence of God in our world. That is why when 
Jesus begins his ministry in the Gospel of Mark he proclaims, "This is the time of fulfillment. The 
kingdom of God is at hand." (Mark 1: 15) The kingdom of God was at hand in him. He was the 
embodiment of the presence and action of God in the world. 
 

Jesus, in this Sunday's Gospel, tells two parables designed to give a further understanding of the 
kingdom of God. In the first parable, Jesus says "this is how it is with the kingdom of God." Then 
he speaks about seed that sprouts, grows, and yields a harvest without the farmer 
understanding how it happens. The parable proclaims that God acts in our world as God 
chooses to act. We cannot control the action of God nor can we always understand or 
recognize what God is doing. God acts according to his own design.  
 

In the second parable, Jesus says "to what shall we compare the kingdom of God?" He then 
speaks of a mustard seed "that springs up to become the largest of plants." Its growth is 
unstoppable. So it is with God. In the end, the dream God has for his creation will come to pass. 
 

God is acting in the world. That action of God reached a definitive stage when the Son of God 
took on flesh and walked among us. That action of God continues. The fact we believe; the fact 



the Church continues, despite the sins of its members; the fact that good people sacrifice for 
the sake of the hungry and the hurting and work for justice and peace are signs that God is 
acting, signs that the kingdom of God is growing. As we pray in the Lord's Prayer, "Thy kingdom 
come." 
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