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Sunday, June 13, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

MERCY BRINGS LOVE 
 

What kind of person loves God the most? This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 7:36-50) provides an 
answer. A sinner loves God the most, a sinner who has experienced the mercy of God in his or 
her life. And it seems the greater the sinner, the greater the potential that person has for loving 
God. 
 

Sunday’s Gospel relates how a woman, a known sinner, comes to the house of Simon the 
Pharisee where Jesus is dining. There, using the tears streaming down her cheeks, she washes 
the feet of Jesus. Then she dries them with her hair and anoints them with the ointment she 
has brought. 
 

She does this out of love and gratitude for the mercy and forgiveness she received from Jesus. 
To Simon and the others at table she was a worthless sinner; to Jesus she was a child of God. 
 

To highlight her actions, Jesus then tells a parable of a creditor who cancels a large debt owed 
by one person and a much smaller debt owed by another. When Jesus asks which debtor would 
love the creditor more, the answer comes “The one, I suppose, whose larger debt was 
forgiven.” 
 

The woman showed such extravagant love for she had experienced extravagant mercy. Simon 
the Pharisee showed little love or respect for Jesus. Simon was so blinded by his self-
righteousness that he did not recognize his sinfulness and his need for mercy. 
 

The same remains true today. Those like Simon fail to recognize the sin and darkness in their 
life so they see little need to thank God for his mercy. Those, who know their sinfulness and 
have sought the mercy of God, are like the woman of the Gospel. They have good reason to 
give thanks and praise to God. 
 

We might wonder whether the decline of prayer and worship in our day is due not so much to a 
lack of faith but rather to a lack of a sense of sin. As Jesus says, “The one to whom little is 
forgiven, loves little.” 
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