
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, June 9, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

IT’S NOT SUPPOSED… 
 

“It’s not supposed to be that way.” Those anguished words are heard when a mother and 
father lose a child to death. In the right order of things, children bury their parents. Parents are 
not supposed to bury their children.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 7:11-17 ), we meet a mother whose heart is pierced with grief as 
she walks next to the coffin carrying her only son to his grave. According to Jewish custom, that 
son is being buried on the very day of his death. A mother with a son at the start of the day 
becomes a grief stricken mother walking in her son’s funeral procession by day’s end. 
 

To add to her pain, that mother is a widow. She had lost her husband, and now she has lost her 
son – her remaining means of support. At that time, women had few rights. They could not 
inherit. They were dependent upon the men in their lives. In a real sense the widow of Nain had 
lost not only a son, but also her remaining support and security. She was weeping for her 
beloved son and for the poverty and privation that awaited her. 
 

Jesus comes on the scene. Without being asked, without seeking a proclamation of faith, Jesus 
tells the grieving mother, “Do not weep.” Then he wondrously restores her son to life. At the 
same time, Jesus raises up the widow from the dark future before her. 
 

Jesus acted as he did because “he was moved with pity.” It was compassion that prompted 
Jesus to act. Perhaps he was also motivated because he recognized his future and that of Mary, 
his mother, in the scene before him. One day, he would be the only son being carried to the 
tomb, and Mary would be the widow walking in grief in his funeral procession. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel also speaks of our human condition. Funeral processions and death await 
us all. Each day brings us closer to the grave. Each day holds the potential for sorrow and grief 
as great as that borne by the widow of Nain. 
 

Moved with pity, the Son of God took on flesh and entered our world. Through his passion and 
death, he conquered the power of hopelessness, sin, and death. And in his Resurrection he says 
to us what he said to the dead man of the Gospel, “I tell you, arise” – arise to a new vision and 
understanding of life. 
 

Jesus, the Son of God, came into our world because he was moved with compassion and pity. 
He knew that things were not as God the Father intended them to be. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus acts with compassion and pity and he continues to do so today. 
Jesus, the Son of God, makes things as they are supposed to be! 
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