
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, June 2, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

ACCUSTOMED 
 

For 14 years, I was privileged to serve as pastor of a parish in Jersey City, NJ.  The church and 
rectory were located just three blocks from the Hudson River across from Manhattan. If I 
looked down one street I could see the Statue of Liberty. It seemed as if Lady Liberty were 
walking home after Mass. If I looked down another street I had a view of the skyline of New 
York City. Occasionally as I was greeting parishioners after the Saturday evening Mass that view 
would be blocked by a magnificent cruise ship gliding down the Hudson on its way to the 
Atlantic Ocean.  
 

Each day I had scenes in my field of vision that people from all over the world traveled to see. 
But after a period of time, those scenes seldom caught my attention in the way they first did.  
 

We human beings have a tendency to quickly get accustomed to things. A breathtaking scene, 
an exotic fragrance, a delectable entrée, or a wondrous piece of music can quickly lose their 
ability to seize our senses. That can even happen with people in our life. We can lose our 
appreciation for the charming person who once caught our eye or the marvelous mentor who 
guided us in life. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 9:11-17) for the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, we 
hear how Jesus miraculously fed a crowd of 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish. That 
miracle so amazed the followers of Jesus that it was reported by all four Gospel writers – 
something that cannot be said of any other miracle. But suppose Jesus fed the crowd the same 
way each time he finished preaching. It would not be long before people would be so 
accustomed to the miracle that they would find it less and less amazing. 
 

If we have any doubt that would happen just consider the miracle that occurs each time Mass is 
celebrated. Simple gifts of bread and wine are not multiplied but rather transformed into the 
living presence of Christ. Food and drink become his Body and Blood for us to share so that we 
might be a “holy communion” with God and with those gathered at the Table of the Lord. In 
receiving this food and drink we also become what we receive, the Body of Christ in our world. 
 

Yet we are so accustomed to this miracle that occurs each time Mass is celebrated that it fails 
to impress and amaze many of us as it once did. Sunday Masses are missed, the Body of Christ 
is received with little thought, the Precious Blood is passed by, the implications that come with 
receiving Holy Communion end at the doors of the church, and awe and reverence are replaced 
with boredom and carelessness.  
 

That amazing miracle of Christ, more wondrous than multiplying loaves and fish, still occurs. 
But unfortunately we humans can quickly become accustomed to almost everything, even to 
the miraculous! 
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