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Sunday, May 30, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

OVER TIME 
 

“Why didn’t someone tell me that before?” Priests are often asked that after explaining some 
particular aspect of the Catholic Faith or some difficult passage of scripture. People want to 
know why the explanation they were given, which helped their understanding and answered 
their question, was not told to them sooner. The answer is simple, “You were not ready to hear 
it.” 
 

We learn over time. That is why schools have Kindergarten, First Grade, Second Grade, etc. 
Each grade has its own course material geared to the intellectual ability and the readiness of 
the students. 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel (John 16:12-15) for the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, Jesus makes that same 
point. He says, “"I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he comes, 
the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth.” 
 

Over time, the Holy Spirit has done just that. The Spirit has guided the Church to a deeper 
understanding of the truths that we profess in the Creed. That includes the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity. The Spirit has led us to understand that the One God, who has reached out to us, is not 
a distant, impersonal force, but a community of persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit united in 
love. 
 

But it is not only the Church that grows in its understanding of the truth about God and our 
relationship with Him, each of us does as well. The Holy Spirit guides us through the liturgy, 
through the reading of scripture, through programs of religious education, through the people 
who touch our life, and through joyful and painful experiences to grow in our understanding of 
God and our appreciation of our Catholic Faith. That happens, like all learning does, not in one 
moment but gradually, over time. 
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