
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, May 19, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

CONFOUNDED PROJECTIONS 
 

Projections, we all make them. From the information we have about an individual or a group of 
people we speculate how that person or group will act or behave in the future. For example, a 
scout for a baseball team goes to countless high school and college games looking for players 
who have the potential to develop into fine athletes who can help a team move forward in the 
standings and perhaps win the pennant.  
 

We look at history and at what is taking place at the present moment and we make 
assumptions about what will happen in the months or years ahead. Financial investors, for 
example, are constantly making projections about what will happen in the economy and they 
use that information to decide where and how to invest billions of dollars.  
 

If anyone living at the time of Jesus had studied his disciples and observed their reactions and 
behavior that person would have concluded that this group was not worth a second look. It 
certainly was not worth any investment of time, money, or psychic energy.  
 

That would have been especially true if the followers of Jesus had been watched during the 
days before and after the crucifixion. They had run for their lives when their master was 
arrested and had betrayed him in his hour of need. Their faith had been weak and their fine 
words had been contradicted by their actions. The power of Imperial Rome opposed them and 
most of their fellow Jews believed them to be misguided at best and heretics and traitors at 
worst. The projected future of the followers of Jesus would have appeared bleak indeed. 
 

No one would have projected that this small band of dispirited followers would come out of 
hiding and begin to preach a message that would resonate in the hearts of many. No one would 
have predicted that this little group of Christians would expand into every part of the Roman 
Empire and beyond. No one would have projected that they would number into the billions and 
still exist 2,000 years later. All that would have been inconceivable – except for the one 
powerful force that made all the difference and that overturned all human projections.  
 

That force was the Holy Spirit. That force, as we read in this Sunday’s Gospel (John 20:19-23), 
was the power and presence of God that Jesus breathed upon his frightened disciples that first 
Easter Sunday night. It was the force that Luke described in the Acts of the Apostles as a driving 
wind – a wind that thrust the disciples into the streets of Jerusalem so they could dispel the 
darkness with the fiery truth of the Gospel. 
 

Today the Risen Lord continues to breathe the Spirit of God upon his Church to give it the 
power and strength needed to continue his work in the world. As it happened that first 
Pentecost and as it continues to happen today, the Holy Spirit can confound any human 
projection. 
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