
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, May 12, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

WHAT ARE THEY TALKING ABOUT? 
 

All of us have seen friends, who are out of earshot, engaged in a serious discussion. The longer 
the talking goes on, the more curious we become about the topic of their conversation.  
 

Are they discussing a situation of which we are unaware? Are they speaking about an issue that 
would impact us? Are they praising another person or tearing someone down? And most 
importantly, are they talking about us? 
 

That same curiosity may also arise when we see someone in prayer. We see a person kneeling 
in church for an hour or two and we begin to wonder what that person is praying about and 
perhaps how a person can pray for such a long period of time. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (John 17:20-26), Jesus is praying at the Last Supper. We do not have to 
wonder about the topic of his conversation with God nor do we have to speculate about the 
purpose of his prayer. The Gospel makes it clear. Jesus is praying for his disciples who are with 
him at the Last Supper and “also for those who will believe…through their word.” He prays that 
they “may all be one” as he and the Father are one. He asks that of God so that “the world may 
believe” and accept him as its Savior and Lord.  
 

In other words, Jesus is praying for all those down through the ages who will call themselves 
Christians that they may be united in love just as he and the Father are one. Unity among 
believers will be the unmistakable proof of the truth of the Gospel and the proof that Jesus is 
the Son of the Father. 
 

Unfortunately we know the prayer of Jesus is a long way from being answered. There are 
Roman Catholics, Orthodox Christians, Methodists, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
Anglicans, and more. And within those groups there are divisions based on moral and social 
issues ranging from climate change to sexual orientation. 
 

In addition, within the Catholic Church there are differences of opinion concerning the future of 
Catholic education, the handling of the sexual abuse crisis, the consolidation of parishes, the 
exercise of power and authority, the treatment of women religious, the role of the laity, and 
the reforms of the Vatican Council. 
 

In our parishes, divisions also show themselves based on the style of the pastor, the allocation 
of funds, the power of certain groups and movements, the roles given or not given to certain 
members, the choice of music, and the reaction to change. 
 

While differences of opinion are natural, what is problematic is when Christians forget whose 
teachings and example they profess to follow. When we demonize those with opposing views, 
when our language is mean and hurtful, when we destroy reputations in order to advance our 
cause, when we bully others to win, when we make our religion only a Sunday affair 



disconnected from our everyday words and behavior, then we lead others away from Christ. 
Rather than being one as the Father and Son are one, we are a sign of disunity and a scandal. 
We certainly are not the answer to the prayer of Jesus, “Holy Father…may all be one…that the 
world may believe that you sent me.” 
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