
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, May 9, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

THE SPIRIT WORKS 
 

Catholics do not agree on every issue.  
 

There are Catholics who believe that today’s Mass, during which people hear the Scriptures in a 
language they can understand and pray as a community, is an improvement over the Latin Mass 
of some 50 years ago where the priest prayed and the people watched. And there are some 
Catholics who believe that the former way of celebrating Mass brought heaven to earth and 
strengthened people to live the Gospel in a way today’s more active liturgy fails to do. 
 

There are Catholics who think that the Church should modify its stance on divorce and 
remarriage in order to reach out to those whose marriages have failed. And there are Catholics 
who think the Church must defend the permanence of marriage if it is to remain true to Christ’s 
teachings. 
 

Catholics come down on both sides of those issues and many others, such as the role of women 
in the Church, and the ways the Church might adapt to different cultures and societies as it 
strives to preach the Gospel to all people. 
 

But no matter what their position, all Catholics would claim they were trying to do what Jesus 
says in this Sunday’s Gospel. (John 14:23-29) “Whoever loves me will keep my word.” All 
Catholics would profess they love Jesus and are trying to be faithful to his word, faithful to his 
teaching.  
 

Differences of opinion arise in God’s Church, and have arisen from the time of the New 
Testament, because Jesus did not give us explicit instructions concerning all issues. Jesus did 
not give his Church a divine GPS device to tell it what direction it should take at every turn as it 
journeys through time. 
 

What Jesus gave his Church was the gift of the Spirit. As Jesus said “The Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all 
that I told you.” (John 14:26) That Spirit of God works in the hearts of all who strive to love and 
follow Jesus Christ. 
 

Through the interactions, the discussions and the controversies that take place in the Church, 
the Spirit of God reveals the direction the Church should take. We might conclude that the fact 
that faithful Catholics have different views is a sign of the Holy Spirit acting in God’s Church. 
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