
 LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

I WILL COME BACK 
 

“I am going away and I will come back to you.” Those are the words of Jesus in this Sunday’s 
Gospel (John 14:23-29). 
 

If we heard a similar statement from a co-worker about to go on vacation, we would rightly 
expect that person to be back on the job after a period of time. 
 

If a parent leaving on a business trip said such a thing to his or her children, those children 
would expect their parent to return home after a few days. 
 

If a doctor who was treating a patient left that person’s bedside and said he would come back, 
that patient, along with his or her family, would expect the doctor to return. 
 

When people who are about to leave us assure us that they will return, we have every right to 
expect that they will keep their word.  After all, they were the ones who promised to come back 
to us. 
 

Jesus, as we know from this Sunday’s Gospel, made a similar statement to his disciples during 
the course of the Last Supper. He said he was going away, but he would be returning. 
 

We can interpret that statement of Jesus as referring to his death and Resurrection. Jesus went 
away in death, but returned on Easter Sunday. But as we know, that return lasted only a brief 
time. It lasted only 40 days if we follow the chronology of Saint Luke and even less if we follow 
the timeline of John’s Gospel. Jesus left. He returned. He left again. We wait for his return.  
 

We can interpret the return of Jesus as something that will take place at the end of time. But 
this understanding means only those alive when that event happens will experience Jesus 
keeping his word.  
 

However, the return that Jesus is referring to has already happened. In fact, it has happened for 
all generations of Christians since Jesus first spoke those words. Jesus has kept his word. He has 
come back. He has come back through “the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name.” The Holy Spirit is the presence and power of the Risen Lord. 
 

That Spirit, given to us at baptism, is the indwelling presence of God himself. As Jesus said, 
“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our dwelling with him.” 
 

The Holy Spirit, the indwelling presence of God, is the way that Jesus keeps his word, the way 
he comes back to us. That Spirit opens our ears to hear the words of Jesus in the Scriptures. 
That Spirit transforms bread and wine so that in sharing it we have a “holy communion” with 
Jesus. That Spirit helps us to recognize the presence of Jesus in our fellow Christians.  That Spirit 
is the way Jesus lives within us. 
 



No, Jesus has not forgotten his promise to return. He is with us today through his Holy Spirit. He 
has come back to us. 
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