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LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Easter Sunday, May 1, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

 

FORGIVEN FORGIVERS 
 

A woman is more likely to be generous to a person in need, if that woman has experienced 
unmerited generosity in her own life. 
 

A man is more likely to stop and help someone whose car has broken down on the highway, if 
that man was once in a similar situation and a stranger came to his aid. 
 

Children are more likely to share their toys with their playmates, if they have experienced older 
siblings sharing their toys with them at home. 
 

We learn from what we experience in our life. We tend to give according to what we have 
received from others. 
 

In Sunday's Gospel (John 39:19-31), we hear how the Risen Lord appeared to his disciples on 
that first Easter Sunday evening and commissioned them to go forth and forgive sin. As Jesus 
said to them "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins 
you retain are retained." 
 

But just before sending them out to be agents of his mercy and forgiveness, those very disciples 
received forgiveness and mercy from Jesus Christ. They were locked in the upper room "for fear 
of the Jews." But they were also locked in by their shame, regret, remorse, and guilt. Those 
supposedly faithful disciples, who had boldly declared that they would never desert their 
master, had run away when he was arrested in the Garden. They had kept their distance during 
Jesus' walk to crucifixion that first Good Friday. They had denied and betrayed their Lord. They 
had sinned. 
 

When the Risen Lord appears to them, the first thing he says is "Peace be with you." He shows 
them his wounds as if to prove his identity and he immediately says once more "Peace be with 
you." Jesus restores the relationship between him and his disciples.  He re-establishes peace 
and harmony with his followers and they experience a restoration of their relationship with the 
Lord. 
 

It is only after they experience forgiveness and peace, that Jesus commissions them to offer 
peace and reconciliation to others. Those disciples, who had received unmerited forgiveness, 
were now ready to offer it to others. They were ready to be forgiven forgivers. 
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BEST WISHES FOR A JOYFUL EASTER SEASON! 
 
 


