
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, April 28, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

AS JESUS… 
 

Each Sunday, we listen to a Gospel reading filled with God-inspired words. Some of those words 
challenge us, some comfort us, some offer us a new understanding of life, but all the words are 
important for together they bring us a message from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 

If we were to judge the most important word in this Sunday’s Gospel (John 13:31-33a, 34-35), 
we might say it was the word, “love.” Or we might choose “glorify,” “commandment,” or 
“new.” But perhaps the most important word is “as” – a two-letter word that can easily be 
overlooked, yet its placement in the text makes a profound difference. 
 

In the Gospel reading, Jesus commands us to love one another. The commandment to love 
others is not new. It appears in both the Old and New Testaments, where we are commanded 
to love our neighbor.  
 

What makes the command in this Sunday’s Gospel different and extremely challenging is the 
addition of the word “as.” Jesus says “I give you a new commandment: love one another.” He 
then adds, “As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.” We are to love one 
another AS JESUS did. 
 

The love of Jesus was not a matter of warm feelings, good will, pleasant words, and kind 
actions. Rather it was a self-emptying, sacrificial love. That love led Jesus to put others before 
himself, to forgive his enemies, to wash the feet of his apostles, and even to pour out his life on 
the Cross so that we might be raised to a new relationship with God. 
 

That is the kind of love we are to imitate. It is the kind of love that shows itself not just when 
we are in church, or dealing with family and friends, but when we are interacting with the world 
around us.  
 

Certainly the love of Jesus was not confined to the Temple, nor was it simply a matter of his 
loving those who loved him. His love, his concern for others, had no limits. It embraced the sick, 
the sinner, the outcast, the poor, and the powerless. 
 

It is easy to claim we love others when we are the ones who set the standard. It is quite another 
thing when Jesus becomes the measure by which our love is to be judged. We are to love AS 
JESUS did! He is the standard of Christian love. 
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