
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
MORE THAN Q & A 

 

My answers are (1) North Arlington (2) 1975 (3) Luke. Those responses make no sense unless 
you know the questions I was asked, namely, (1) Where did you grow up? (2) When were you 
ordained a priest? (3) Who is your favorite New Testament writer?  
 

This Sunday’s Gospel passage (John 10:27-30) contains Jesus’ response to a question. However, 
the passage does not include the question, only the answer. The question asked of Jesus by the 
Jews who saw him walking in the Temple was this, “How long are you going to keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah tell us plainly.” (John 10:24) 
 

Jesus responds by saying not only is he the Messiah, not only is he the shepherd whose voice is 
recognized by his sheep, he is far greater. Jesus announces “The Father and I are one.” With 
that answer Jesus proclaims that his word is the word of God. His actions are the actions of 
God. His love, forgiveness, and compassion reveal the very love, forgiveness, and compassion of 
God.  
 

But hearing that answer did not lead the Jews to believe in Jesus. In fact, just the opposite. “The 
Jews picked up rocks to stone him.” (John 10:31) To the Jews, the answer of Jesus was 
blasphemy as they said “You, a man, are making yourself God.” (John 10:33)  
 

Belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and God and belief in his Resurrection are not a result of the 
questions we ask and the answers we receive but a matter of the grace of God. It’s God who 
grants the gift of faith that allows us to recognize and follow the Good Shepherd. It’s God who 
makes us part of the Church and holds us in his fatherly embrace. It’s God who opens our eyes 
to recognize his presence in Jesus Christ. 
 

When it comes to believing in Jesus Christ, it’s not enough to know the questions and answers 
that concern him. It’s also necessary to be touched by God and to be blessed with the gift of 
faith.  
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