
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, April 21, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

WHY DO SOME…? 
 

Parents try to give their children the best they can afford. Parents provide their children with 
the best medical care, the best home, the best education, the best food and clothing, the best 
experiences. 
 

Catholic parents try to give their children something else, namely, a relationship with Jesus 
Christ and His Church. Believing parents know that such a relationship will do more good for 
their children than any other. Most relationships eventually fade away, but a relationship with 
Christ endures forever and gives meaning and purpose to life. 
 

Such parents are confused and hurt when a son or daughter begins to drift away from Sunday 
Mass and then “retires” from the Church. Parents begin to question themselves. What did they 
do wrong?  
 

That question especially comes to mind when parents have multiple children. Some faithfully go 
to Mass, while others spend their Sunday mornings on their mattresses or at the mall. All were 
raised the same way and given the same good example, yet they turn out differently.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (John 10:27-30), Jesus is faced with a similar situation. He has been 
preaching to the people in the Temple area. All have heard his words and seen his marvelous 
deeds, yet all do not react in the same way. Some believe while others want to have him 
silenced.  
 

Why do some people believe and others do not? Why do some accept Jesus while others reject 
him? For that matter, why do some children follow in the footsteps of their faithful parents, 
while other children walk in a different direction? Perhaps the answer might be found in the 
words of Jesus in Sunday’s Gospel.  
 

There Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me…. My Father, who 
has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand.” 
 

A person comes to faith in Jesus when that person hears the voice of Jesus, the voice of God. 
Yet not everyone who hears comes to faith. If that were the case, then all those who heard 
Jesus preach would have believed in him. The scribes and Pharisees who listened to every word 
of Jesus as they searched for a heretical turn of phrase would have been brought to faith. But 
that did not happen.  
 

Today, that remains true as well. The voice of Jesus can be heard in the preaching and teaching 
of the Church, in the scriptures, through the witness of faithful Christians, and in the events of 
human life, yet not everyone who hears come to faith. And many people, who once seemed to 
hear and to follow the way of the Shepherd, have wandered away from him. They now hear 
and follow other voices.  



Those who do hear and follow Jesus are those whose ears and hearts have been touched by 
God. As Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice…. My Father…has given them to me.” 
 

That does not mean that we are to stop doing our best to share the Gospel with others. But it 
does mean that God is the one who ultimately decides who will hear and who will follow the 
voice of the Good Shepherd.  
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