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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
GOING FISHING 

 

“I am going fishing.” That’s what Peter says in this Sunday’s Gospel. (John 21:1-14). It’s no 
surprise to hear such words from Peter. After all, Peter and his brother Andrew as well as James 
and John and several of the other Apostles were all fishermen. When Jesus called them to come 
follow him, they left their nets and their boats, and became his disciples. Jesus told them 
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19). 
 

What is surprising is to hear that statement from Peter just days after the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Peter says, “I am going fishing” and six Apostles join him in the boat. They return to their 
former profession. 
 

In the Gospel of John, the Risen Lord had appeared to those very Apostles that first Easter 
Sunday evening and commissioned them to share his mercy and forgiveness with all people. 
The following Sunday, he came again and Thomas proclaimed him “My Lord and my God.”  
 

But apparently the wonder of those events had already receded in their minds. Now it was back 
to life as usual. However, the Lord appears a third and final time in the Gospel of John and 
shows the Apostles they cannot go back to fishing. His Resurrection makes things different. Life 
has to change.  
 

Peter and the other Apostles fish all night and catch nothing. But when they heed the advice of 
the Risen Lord who appears to them on the beach, their catch of fish is beyond expectation. 
The Gospel says they caught 153 fish. No random number, for according to scholars that was 
how many species of fish were thought to exist at that time. All kinds of fish, all kinds of people, 
were to be “caught” for the Gospel. Further, despite the size of the catch, the Gospel relates 
their net was not torn. The net had room for all, just as Christ’s Church was to have room for 
people of every race, nation, and way of life.  
 

The Apostles were to be fishers of people. As Jesus had “caught” them so they were to go forth 
and bring people into God’s embrace, into God’s Church. The Risen Lord would be with them, 
guiding them, strengthening them, challenging them. If we truly believe in the Resurrection and 
the mission we have received to share our faith, we cannot live as usual. Like the Apostles, we 
cannot just go back to “fishing.”  
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