
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, April 7, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

NOT TO IMPRESS, BUT TO RECONCILE 
 

Pontius Pilate, King Herod, the Roman soldiers, the Jewish chief priests Annas and Caiaphas, the 
high priests, the Pharisees, the Temple guards, and the mob that had cried out for crucifixion 
were all involved in the death of Jesus. But when Jesus rose from the dead, he did not appear to 
any of them.  
 

Yet what stronger indictment could Jesus have made of their evil behavior than to stand before 
them alive and risen? What more powerful proof could he have given that they were wrong to 
accuse him of being a liar, a fraud, a blasphemer, and a false Messiah? 
 

However, Jesus did not appear to any of them. He went instead to his disciples. He went to 
those with whom he had a relationship before his crucifixion and death. We read of two such 
appearances in this Sunday’s Gospel (John 20:19-21).  
 

On Easter Sunday evening the Risen Lord came to his followers who had locked themselves 
away for fear of the Jews. He appeared to disciples who had deserted him when he was 
arrested. Like Peter, they had betrayed him, perhaps not with their words but certainly by their 
actions. They had broken faith with Jesus and his death in their minds had made their betrayal 
permanent. Yet the Risen Lord stood before them and said, “Peace be with you.” And he said it 
not once but twice. 
 

In saying those words, Jesus restored the relationship between him and his disciples. He healed 
the breach their unfaithfulness had created. He then breathed upon them and said, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are 
retained.” With those words, the Risen Lord sent out his disciples to do for others what he had 
done for them. He sent them out to restore relationships between people and with God. Like 
Jesus, the disciples were to be agents of peace and reconciliation. 
 

The following Sunday, as the Gospel relates, Jesus appeared again. This time he reached out to 
Thomas whose doubt and skepticism had kept him from accepting the good news that things 
could be right once more. Dead was dead. Once again, the Risen Lord said, “Peace be with you” 
and then he gave Thomas the proof he needed so that Thomas might be united once more with 
him. 
 

The Risen Lord came to restore relationships. He came as reconciler and healer. In fact, he 
came to restore the fundamental relationship between God and humanity that had been 
broken in the Garden of Eden. Jesus, the Risen Lord, was God’s way of saying to all humanity, 
“Peace be with you.” 
 



No, the Risen Lord did not appear to Pilate, Annas, Caiaphas, or to any of those who had called 
for his death. For the Risen Lord came not to impress nor to indict, but rather to heal, to 
reconcile, and to restore. 
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Best Wishes for a Joyous Easter Season! 
 


