
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of 
reflection to consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by 
Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

EASTER CARDS 
 

A stable with inquisitive animals, an infant asleep on a bed of straw, a loving mother, a 
protective father, awestruck shepherds, royal visitors presenting gifts, a shining star in 
the night sky, choirs of angels – it is easy to imagine the scenes we might place on a 
Christmas card depicting the Nativity of the Lord.  
 

We know the story. We can relate to the birth of a child, to loving parents, to animals 
and shepherds, to kings and gifts, and even to angels, who have been pictured in movies 
and written about in novels.   
 

However, when it comes to imagining scenes to place on an Easter card depicting the 
Lord’s Resurrection, that is not so easy.  
 

We might picture an empty tomb. But an empty tomb no more illustrates the 
Resurrection than an empty stable illustrates the Nativity of the Lord.  
 

We might decide to show a cross draped with a white cloth, suggesting the cloth used to 
lower the lifeless body of Jesus. But that image only intimates something beyond Good 
Friday; it does not depict the Resurrection. 
 

We might choose a picture of Jesus bathed in light emerging from the tomb. But that 
image suggests that the Resurrection was about life returning to a dead body as 
occurred in the case of Lazarus. He died, was placed in a tomb, and four days later 
Lazarus was restored to life. 
 

The fact is that the Resurrection of Jesus cannot be pictured. It is beyond our human 
experience. There are no descriptions, no eye-witness accounts in the Gospels. We 
might even conclude that the stone was rolled away from the entrance to the tomb not 
so the Risen Lord might go forth but for the sake of Mary Magdalene, Peter and John. 
(Matthew 28:2) If the Risen Lord could not be stopped by the locked doors of the Upper 
Room or impeded by distance, why would he be held bound by a stone? 
 

What we do know of the Resurrection we celebrate this Easter (John 20:1-9) and every 
Sunday and every time that Christians gather in prayer. We celebrate the presence of 
Jesus Christ who is risen and alive and with us in Word, in Sacrament, and in His Church.  
 

The Risen Lord has broken the chains of sin and death and shattered the boundaries of 
time and space. He is with us in a glorified and wondrous way beyond depiction. And 



the wondrous life He now lives awaits his followers. As the Church prays on Easter 
Sunday, “May the Risen Lord breathe on our minds and open our eyes that we may 
know him in the breaking of the bread and follow him in his risen life.” (Opening Prayer) 
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