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Sunday, March 28, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of 
reflection to consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by 
Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
NOT ALWAYS 

 

• A financial advisor is sent to prison for embezzling millions of dollars. 
• A driver loses her license for operating a vehicle while intoxicated. 
• A cadet is expelled from West Point for breaking the honor code. 
• A terrorist is executed for detonating a bomb in a crowded mall. 
 

In each case, things are as they should be. The guilty are punished. Evil pays a price. 
 

That, however, is not the case this Palm/Passion Sunday as we read Luke’s account of 
the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus. (Luke 22:14-23:56) Things are not as they should be. 
An innocent man is condemned and punished. 
 

In that Gospel, Jesus is declared to be innocent six times. Three times by Pilate, the 
Roman governor; once by King Herod, ruler of the Galileans; once by the repentant 
thief, who says “this man has done nothing criminal”; and finally by the Roman 
centurion, who sums up all those verdicts as he declares “this man was innocent beyond 
doubt.” 
 

That travesty of justice happened on Good Friday because sin, evil, and darkness could 
not abide the presence of Jesus Christ, the holy one who proclaimed the truth, who 
dispelled the darkness, who exposed the hypocrite, who challenged the powerful, who 
cried out for justice, who gave hope to the lost, and who remained faithful to God no 
matter the cost. 
 

As Sunday’s Gospel shows, it is not only the guilty who pay a price for their actions. The 
innocent are also at risk when they confront evil and sin. As the cross of Christ reveals, 
in this world things are not always as they should be. 
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