
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, March 27, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

"WELL WATER" 
 

Poland Springs, Perrier, Deer Park, Dasani, Evian, Aqua Fina. If you recognize those brands, you 
might be among the millions of Americans who drink bottled water. Last year, Americans spent 
over $10,000,000,000 on bottled water and sales are rising. 
 

It seems that many Americans are not satisfied with the water that flows from their taps at a 
cost of less than half a penny per gallon. Instead they seek out bottled water at a cost of one to 
four dollars per gallon. To get that water they have to go to the "well." They have to go to Wal-
Mart, Costco, Target, Whole Foods, or their local convenience store. Or they have to arrange to 
have the "well" come to them by having bottled water delivered to their home. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (John 4:5-42) we meet a woman who went to the well to get water, a 
quite literal well. She went alone at noon, not the usual time for seeking water. But the woman 
was not the usual kind of woman one would find in the village. She had been married five times 
and was living with a man who would not give her the benefit of a marriage ceremony. She was 
a rejected person, rejected by men and shunned by women. 
 

Driven by thirst she comes to the well. There she encounters Jesus, not the usual Jew she was 
used to meeting. This Jewish man breaks the taboos of his day by addressing a Samaritan and 
by publicly speaking with a woman. 
 

And as they speak, Jesus goes from asking her for a drink, to offering her living water, the living 
water of acceptance and a relationship with God. Things for which this scorned woman had 
been thirsting. Jesus also reveals that he is the long awaited Messiah for whom the Samaritans 
and Jews alike were yearning. "I am he," Jesus says when asked about the coming Messiah.  
 

This season of Lent, as we prepare to renew our baptismal promises on Easter Sunday, we are 
reminded that we met Jesus at the well of baptism. There we were drenched in the waters that 
brought us into a relationship with Jesus Christ and made us part of God's Church. 
 

As we watch people go to the modern "well" to seek their bottled water, we can remember the 
baptismal waters where we encountered Jesus Christ. The "living water" who quenches our 
deepest thirst for love, meaning, acceptance, and purpose in life. Jesus is the true "well water," 
the water who makes all things well. 
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