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Sunday, March 25, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

WHOSE RULES? 
 

Imagine for a moment you are at a basketball game. You look intently as each team runs back 
and forth across the court, trying to outscore the opposing team. You watch as the players 
throw the ball toward the basket, hoping the ball will go in. Successful shots score two points, 
some three points, and a free throw a single point. When the buzzer signals the end of the final 
quarter, the team with the most points wins the game. That team is victorious. 
 

But suppose someone else is observing the very same event but scoring the game in a whole 
different way. According to that person's rules a team gains no points by getting a basket, but 
rather by having the ball touch the rim without falling through the basket. In that person's 
perspective, the team that scored the most points would be judged the losing team. Its shots 
dropped through the hoop rather than just touching the rim. 
 

Which team wins would depend upon the rules of the game used by the person scoring the 
contest. 
 

We can see life as a game in which there are winners and losers. Society has a definite set of 
rules for determining who is victorious in life. The winners are those with financial success, 
luxury cars, over-sized homes, high-powered careers, powerful positions, the approval of their 
neighbors, good health, well-connected friends, the correct political affiliations, the 
approbation of the media, and having families of the right size and the right look. Society scores 
such people as victors in the game of life. 
 

However, in this Sunday's Gospel (John 12: 20-33), Jesus says things that indicate that God 
scores things very differently. Jesus says, "unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses 
it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. Whoever serves me... 
the Father will honor." 
 

Jesus teaches that true success comes in life by putting aside a preoccupation with our own 
wants and desires. It comes with seeing beyond what will get us ahead in the present moment, 
and looking to what will get us ahead in eternity. It comes with abandoning the effort to be the 
master of our destiny and letting the example and words of Jesus guide our personal choices 
and decisions. It comes with following the Lord whose way involved sacrifice and the cross. As 
Jesus said "where I am there will my servant be." 
 

The world's score board would announce that Jesus was a loser in the game of life. Certainly 
that is how a person without faith would view the cross. A sign of utter defeat. Jesus was that 
grain of wheat that fell to the ground and died. Period. 
 



But looking from God's perspective, no one was more victorious than Jesus Christ. By doing 
what God asked rather than what the world asked he was glorified, raised to new life, and 
became our way to life and glory. 
 

The one who wins the game of life is the one who follows the rules lived and taught by Jesus 
Christ. As Jesus said " Whoever serves me must follow me ... The Father will honor whoever 
serves me."  
 

To put it simply, the one who wins the game of life is the person who plays according to God's 
rules! 
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