
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, March 19, 2017 
The Third Sunday of Lent 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 
the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father 
 

WELL AT THE WELL 
 

At the time of Jesus, wells were not only places where people came to draw water; they were 
also meeting places where news and local gossip were exchanged.  
 

That remains true today in undeveloped areas without running water. People come to wells to 
collect the water they need for the day and in the process they interact with their neighbors. 
 

In our urban society we may not have community wells, but we do have our own “watering 
holes” – our neighborhood bars and taverns that serve as places of refreshment and social 
interaction. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (John 4:5-42), we have an account of one of the most famous 
encounters to take place at a literal watering hole. 
 

About noon, Jesus arrives at the town of Sychar in the land of Samaria. Hot and tired from his 
journey, he sits down near the local well. There he meets a Samaritan woman coming to draw 
water.   
 

The fact that she comes at noon is very telling. Women collected water in the cool of the 
morning and not when the blazing sun was high in the sky. This woman comes when she does 
because she wants to avoid her neighbors. 
 

As someone who had been rejected by five husbands in a row and was now living with yet 
another man, she obviously was an object of gossip. 
 

This Samaritan woman is shocked to see a man at the well, and even more shocked when this 
Jewish man engages her in conversation and asks for a drink of water. Jews avoided Samaritans. 
As John tells in his Gospel, “Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.” Furthermore he 
relates that disciples of Jesus “were amazed that he was talking with a woman.” Such public 
conversations did not take place. In speaking to the woman Jesus violated a strict social norm. 
 

In his conversation with the woman at the well, Jesus reveals himself to be the long-awaited 
Messiah and he affirms her worth as a child of God. She was so changed by that meeting at the 
well that she returns to her village and reaches out to those she had been previously avoiding. 
She excitedly announces, "Come see a man who told me everything I have done. Could he 
possibly be the Christ?"  
 

The Samaritan woman who came to the well as an object of scorn and gossip returns home 
“well” – renewed in spirit, touched by God’s love, and ready to bring others to meet the 
Messiah. 
 

Like that woman, we too have met Jesus at our community wells, the wells in our churches that 
hold the waters of baptism.  



 

This Lenten season we as a Church pray for the elect, those chosen for baptism, who are 
preparing to encounter Jesus in the waters of new life during the Easter Vigil. We also prepare 
to renew our own encounter with the Lord as we renew our baptismal promises. 
 

As in the case of the Samaritan woman, wells are still places where people are made well by the 
Lord! 
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