
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, March 18, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

TRUE BELIEVING 
 

John 3:16 is probably the most well known chapter and verse in the Bible. In fact, some people 
know that chapter and verse without knowing the words associated with that reference, 
namely, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him might not perish but might have eternal life." John 3:16 appears on billboards and 
clothing and on signs held up by fans at sporting events.  
 

That verse, which summarizes the message of the New Testament, appears in this Sunday's 
Gospel (John 3:14-21). The importance of that verse can be seen in the fact that Jesus repeats 
its message. Just before speaking those well known words Jesus says, "Just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in 
him may have eternal life." Then following John 3:16 Jesus says "God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him will not be condemned." 
 

Three times Jesus proclaims that those who believe in him will have eternal life. They will have 
a relationship with God that will bring them joy, peace, meaning, and purpose. A relationship 
that will even endure beyond death into eternal life. 
 

But believing in Jesus Christ, believing God's only Son, is not just a matter of saying "I believe..." 
as we do when we profess the Creed at Mass. It is not just a matter of accepting certain dogmas 
and doctrine dealing with Jesus. 
 

Believing in Jesus is something "active." It is not just a one-time profession of faith. It means 
rejecting the darkness of sin. It means embracing the values and way of life that Jesus preached 
and lived. As Jesus goes on to say in this Sunday's Gospel, "whoever lives the truth comes to the 
light." Whoever lives the truth is the person who accepts Jesus, "the light that came into the 
world." 
 

Believing in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is not a matter of knowing a particular chapter and 
verse, or saying the right words, or professing the correct doctrine. Believing means to "be-
living" as Jesus did. That is the key to eternal life!  
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