
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

A STONE WAS THROWN 
 

“Let the one among you who is without sin, be the first to throw a stone at her.” Those are the 
words that Jesus speaks in this Sunday’s Gospel (John 9:1-11). Jesus was teaching the people 
who had gathered around him in the temple area when suddenly the scribes and Pharisees 
arrived dragging a woman who had been caught committing adultery. Throwing the woman 
before Jesus, they asked what should be done to her. 
 

They thought they had Jesus trapped. No matter what he said he would lose. If Jesus said that 
the woman should be stoned as the Law of Moses required, he would put himself in opposition 
to Rome. Roman law forbade the conquered Jews from imposing the death penalty. But if he 
said the adulterous woman should be set free, he would be seen as breaking the law of his own 
people that demanded the stoning of those who violated the vows of marriage. 
 

In response, Jesus told the scribes and Pharisees to follow the Law of Moses, provided that only 
the sinless throw the stones. Stones, held tight in self-righteous hands, began to drop to the 
ground and slowly the crowd drifted away. 
 

While we might think that no stones flew through the air that day, we would be incorrect. One 
large and powerful stone was hurled. It was sent flying by the only sinless person present that 
day. It was thrown by Jesus himself. The “stone” Jesus threw was not a hardened rock. It was 
the truth. It was the rock hard truth that completely knocked the scribes and Pharisees off 
balance. It shifted their attention away from the accused woman cowering in fear for her life 
and made them look at themselves.  
 

Jesus proclaimed that only those free from sin were free to throw stones at a sinner. Those 
words brought the scribes and Pharisees face to face with the truth. They too were sinners at 
whom accusations and condemnations could also be hurled.  
 

This Sunday’s Gospel confronts us with the truth. Like the scribes and Pharisees we too are 
quick to accuse and condemn others of sins, faults, and failings. We are all too ready to cast our 
stones of disapproval. In response, Jesus hurls the truth at us – look at yourself, look at your 
own sinfulness! 
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