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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of 
reflection to consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by 
Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
AN INTRODUCTION 

 

Books often include an introduction or preface in which the author reveals what 
prompted him or her to write the particular work. Such introductions sometimes include 
information that may help the reader better appreciate the book. But such 
introductions are often ignored as the reader opens to chapter one and begins. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 15:1-3, 11-23) contains the parable most often referred to as 
“The Prodigal Son.” It begins, “A man had two sons…” But just before those words there 
is a short introduction that goes, “the Pharisees and scribes began to complain saying 
‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So to them Jesus addressed this 
parable.” 
 

That introduction gives the reason Jesus had for telling the parable. It was not primarily 
to teach about sin and repentance, rather it was to justify his welcoming and associating 
with sinners, with those guilty of breaking God’s law. Something the Pharisees and 
scribes saw as scandalous.  
 

In the parable, the younger son, who had squandered his inheritance in sinful excess, 
returns penniless, broken, and stinking of pigs. The father runs to his son, embraces him, 
and welcomes him to the family table. To the elder son, and to the self-righteous 
Pharisees and scribes, such actions made no sense.  
 

Justice demanded the younger son be punished. Sinners were to be scorned and 
avoided, not embraced. Those who had turned their back on family responsibilities and 
religious obligations were not to be joyously welcomed back home. Yet that is what the 
father did in the parable and what Jesus was doing in his ministry.  
 

And that is what Jesus continues to do. He continues to associate with sinners. He 
welcomes them home. He invites them to his table. He forgives and offers them a new 
start. Such love, mercy and compassion may offend our sense of justice as it offended 
the Pharisees and scribes, but that is how God acts. That is made very clear in Sunday’s 
parable, especially if we read its introduction. 
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