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Sunday, March 11, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

LOOK MORE, SEE LESS 
 

It seems the more often we look at something, the less we see what is there. 
 

If we walk into a church for the first time, we notice a great deal. We look at the architecture, 
the arrangement of the furnishings, the size of the altar, the colors, the condition of the pews, 
the cleanliness of the place and so on. Our looking leads to certain impressions and conclusions, 
positive and negative. If we decide to keep returning to that church for Mass, Sunday after 
Sunday, month after month, year after year, we will not see things as we saw them the first 
time we walked into the building. Over time we simply become accustomed to how things are. 
 

The same thing is true for the place where we live. The first time we came into the place that 
would become our home, we might have thought the rooms could be better arranged or that 
the ceilings were a little too low. But after living in the same place for a number of years, the 
height of the ceiling does not bother us, and the room we thought might make a better sitting 
room rather than a bedroom, becomes impossible to think of in any other way than as a room 
for sleeping. 
 

The more we look at something, the less we see. We can even become blind to what we first 
saw. We might no longer notice the cracked sidewalk outside our home or the statue outside 
our church, with its broken pedestal.  
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (John 2:13-25), Jesus sees something in the temple in Jerusalem that the 
Jewish religious authorities did not see in the same way as he did. Jesus comes into the temple 
area and is shocked by the commerce taking place. Merchants were selling oxen, sheep, and 
doves for sacrifice in the temple. Money changers were at their tables taking their commission 
as they exchanged Roman money to coinage acceptable in the temple. In the words of Jesus, 
the holy area had become "a marketplace." 
 

Obviously the religious authorities had been looking at this scene day after day, week after 
week, month after month. But while it may have upset some of them when they first saw it, 
they had become accustomed to this marketplace over time. They no longer saw it for what it 
was – an affront to God. 
 

This season of Lent calls us to take a fresh look at our temples. We can limit that look to the 
temple that is the Catholic Church with its flaws and weaknesses. Lent, however, challenges us 
to look first of all at ourselves. For each of us by baptism was made a temple, a dwelling place 
of God. We are vividly reminded of that fact when we receive Holy Communion, when we 
receive the living God. 
 

Lent is a time for us to examine if there are areas of selfishness, vice, immorality, compromise, 
or cynicism in our life to which we have become accustomed. Sin can easily set up a 



marketplace in our temple, in our life. A marketplace that we look at so often that we really 
don't see it clearly anymore. A marketplace that needs the cleansing power and presence of 
Jesus Christ! 
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