
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, March 4, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 
Father Tom Iwanowski, the writer of Looking to Sunday, has co-authored a book of Lenten Reflections 

for the coming season of Lent.  The book, entitled, OPEN OUR HEARTS, is published by Ave Maria Press. 
It is available directly from Ave Maria Press (avemariapress.com) and also online from Amazon and 

Barnes & Noble. 
 

ID, PLEASE! 
 

On certain occasions, such as opening a new bank account, accepting employment, or boarding 
a plane, we have to prove our identity. We generally do that by showing a passport; a driver's 
license with a photo; a credit, debit or insurance card; a voter registration; or a birth certificate. 
But at times such paper identification is not sufficient, then we are required to produce 
reputable witnesses who can testify to our identity, who can verify who we are. 

 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 9:2-11), witnesses appear in order to verify who Jesus truly is. In 
the reading, Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up a high mountain and there those three 
disciples come to a deeper understanding of their master as he is "transfigured before them." 

 

His clothes begin to shine with a divine brilliance. Then Moses and Elijah appear. By their 
presence they testify that he is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. All the hopes and 
dreams, all the revelations and prophecies given to God's Chosen People are summed up in 
him. 

 

Then a voice from the cloud above them proclaims "This is my beloved Son." The voice of God 
makes the ultimate identification of Jesus. But that heavenly voice does not stop there, but 
goes on to command "Listen to him." 

 

Jesus is identified not only so that Peter, James, and John and all his disciples might know who 
he truly is, but that we might also know that he alone is the one to whom we are to listen. The 
words, the teachings, the example of Jesus are to be our guide. They are to guide us in setting 
our priorities, in determining our values, in directing our actions, in forming our relationships, in 
using our time, in spending our money, in short, in living our lives. 

 

In listening to Jesus, the one identified as God's beloved Son, we not only live as his disciples, 
but we ourselves are gradually "transfigured." More and more we are able to be identified as 
God's beloved sons and daughters. 
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