
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 
Father Tom Iwanowski, the writer of Looking to Sunday, has co-authored a book of Lenten Reflections 

for the coming season of Lent.  The book, entitled, OPEN OUR HEARTS, is published by Ave Maria Press. 
It is available directly from Ave Maria Press (avemariapress.com) and also online from Amazon and 

Barnes & Noble. 
 

IDENTITY THEFT 
 

Identity theft is a growing crime, it happens when someone uses personal information that 
identifies us, such as our social security number, date of birth, address, mother's maiden name, 
etc. to open credit or banking accounts using our name. It also happens when people gain 
access to debit, credit, or financial account numbers and pin numbers, and start making 
purchases or drawing out funds in our name. In short, identity theft happens when criminals act 
as if they were us. They steal our identity.  
 

But identity theft is nothing new, in fact we might say that identity thieves have existed since 
people started to walk this earth. In the Book of Genesis, the story of Adam and Eve is an 
account of identity theft. The devil comes along and steals their true identity. The devil 
convinces them they can be like God, they can put aside their identity as creatures, and be like 
the Creator.  
 

This Sunday is the First Sunday of Lent, and each year the Gospel for this Sunday is about the 
temptation of Jesus. This Sunday, we hear Mark's very short account of that encounter 
between Jesus and Satan (Mark 1:12-15). Mark writes, "The Spirit drove Jesus out into the 
desert, and he remained in the desert for forty days tempted by Satan." In that desert, Satan 
attempted to rob Jesus of his identity. This is particularly evident in the temptation accounts 
found in Matthew (4:1-11) and Luke (4:1-13). Satan tempts Jesus to put aside his identity as the 
obedient, faithful Son of the Father and to be a messiah of earthly power and majesty, a 
messiah concerned with his own position and status. But Jesus refuses to let Satan steal his 
identity. Jesus remains faithful to his message and his mission. He remains true to the 
identification he received at his baptism just before he went into the desert, "You are my 
beloved Son, with you I am well pleased." (Mark 1:11) 
 

This season of Lent, we are called to remember the identity that is ours through our baptism. 
We are children of the Father. We are brothers and sisters in Christ, marked with the sign of the 
cross. We are people in whom the Spirit of God makes a home.  
 

This Lenten Season is a time to check our identity, to examine if we are living according to the 
identity that is ours as baptized members of God's Church. Or if we have allowed sin and 
selfishness, if we have allowed Satan, to lessen and even steal our identity as Christians.  
 



If we have, the words Jesus speaks in this Sunday's Gospel, are meant for us "Repent, and 
believe in the Gospel." Turn away from sin, and follow the Gospel. Live according to your true 
identity! 
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