
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, February 19, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 
Father Tom Iwanowski, the writer of Looking to Sunday, has co-authored a book of Lenten Reflections 

for the coming season of Lent.  The book, entitled, OPEN OUR HEARTS, is published by Ave Marie Press. 
It is available directly from Ave Marie Press (avemariapress.com) and also online from Amazon and 

Barnes & Noble. 

 

4 "A"s 
 

Astonished. Amazed. Attracted. Astounded. Those four words describe the reaction of people 
to Jesus in this Sunday's Gospel and those of the previous three Sundays. 
 

In the Gospel of January 29, the people in the synagogue of Capernaum were astonished at the 
teaching of Jesus, for he taught with authority. Then they were amazed when Jesus drove out 
the demon from a possessed man by just a word of command. 
 

In the Gospel of February 5, the healing touch of Jesus attracted so much attention that "the 
whole town was gathered at the door" of the house of Simon and Andrew where Jesus was 
staying. 
 

In the Gospel of February 12, the report of Jesus' cure of a man afflicted with leprosy attracted 
so many people to Jesus "that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly." No matter 
where he tried to find solitude "people kept coming to him from everywhere." 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 2:1-12), we hear how Jesus returned to Capernaum and the 
crowds gathered once more. So many people were attracted to him that there was not even 
standing room in or near the house where Jesus was staying. When four men arrived carrying a 
paralytic, they had to lower him on a mat through a hole in the roof in order to get him before 
Jesus. 
 

Jesus healed the paralytic and forgave his sins. He healed the man's body and spirit. We are told 
that the people were "astounded and glorified God saying, 'We have never seen anything like 
this.'" 
 

Today it seems that Jesus does not make that same, powerful impression on people. Rather, 
many people seem apathetic, disinterested, bored, and indifferent when it comes to Jesus.   
 

That may be the case because those who were astonished, amazed, attracted, and astounded 
by Jesus recognized that in listening to Jesus, in seeing the action of Jesus, in experiencing the 
touch of Jesus they were coming into contact with more than just a teacher, a healer, or a 
prophet. They recognized that the power and authority of God were present in him.  
 

In Jesus, the curtain between the divine and the human, between the eternal and the passing, 
between the extraordinary and the ordinary had been lifted.  That was something that even the 



hostile Pharisees in this Sunday's Gospel seemed to recognize. For in condemning Jesus for 
forgiving the sins of the paralytic they were actually attributing to him a power and authority 
that belonged only to God. 
 

If only we truly believed that in listening to the words of Jesus, in receiving the sacraments, in 
being part of his Church, we come into contact with the living God. If only we fully appreciated 
that in Jesus Christ we encounter the Holy One who holds together the immensity of the 
universe yet is aware of our every thought, joy, and fear, we too would be astonished, amazed, 
attracted, and astounded. 
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