
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, February 17, 2013 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

THE DEVIL’S TEMPTATIONS 
 

Life would be simpler if the devil appeared with horns on his head, flashing red eyes, a pitch 
fork in hand, and a lizard like tail. He would be easy to recognize and the beguiling words 
coming from his lips would be heard for what they truly are – temptations designed to pull us in 
the wrong direction. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 4:1-13), Jesus is tempted by the devil. The devil, who is clearly 
seen and recognized by Jesus, tries to convince him to act in ways contrary to his calling and 
mission. The devil urges Jesus to use his power to satisfy his physical hunger. Jesus resists and 
replies that the greatest human hunger that longs to be satisfied is a hunger for God. 
 

The devil then offers Jesus unlimited earthly power and control if he worships at the altar of evil 
and serves the forces of darkness.  Jesus counters by saying that worship and service are due to 
God alone. 
 

The devil tempts Jesus for a third time by challenging him to prove his identity as the Son of 
God by throwing himself down from the Temple. Jesus responds by saying that God has no 
need to prove himself to anyone. God acts as God chooses to act and not according to anyone’s 
demands. 
 

Today, temptations come to us all, but they usually come in less dramatic ways than those 
described in Sunday’s Gospel. Unlike Jesus, we do not see the devil standing before us or see 
his mouth forming beguiling words designed to entice us away from God. 
 

Today, the devil’s temptations are more hidden and subtle.  They can come in the form of 
advertising that shows us all the material things we must have in order to be happy and 
satisfied in life. Things whose cost demands we spend more hours working to make them our 
own. And when we own them, many of those things seem to own us. They take away family 
time, reflection time, and prayer time. They steal the time needed to nourish the human spirit. 
 

The devil’s temptations can come in digital form. In the pervasive presence of pornography that 
can be streamed to our computer and television screen and that is just a click or two away on 
the internet. Pornography that makes those made in God’s image into objects of lust and 
domination. It can come in postings on Facebook and social networks that pull us away from 
reality and give us a false sense of relationship and control. 
 

The devil’s temptations can be heard in the voices of the media that mock religion and demand 
that God prove his existence to their satisfaction. 
 

Temptation would be easier to resist if the devil appeared in all his darkness. But as we know, 
the devil is not so obvious a figure as he appears in this Sunday’s Gospel. This Lent may we 



grow in our awareness of the temptations that the devil is placing before each of us. 
Temptation cannot be resisted until it is first recognized! 
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