
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 
Father Tom Iwanowski, the writer of Looking to Sunday, has co-authored a book of Lenten Reflections 

for the coming season of Lent.  The book, entitled, OPEN OUR HEARTS, is published by Ave Marie Press. 
It is available directly from Ave Marie Press (avemariapress.com) and also online from Amazon and 

Barnes & Noble. 

 

APPROACHABLE 
 

If you arrived at a party and you suddenly realized that you did not know a single individual 
other than the host, what person would you wander over to and engage in conversation? 
 

If you were walking through an unfamiliar part of town, looking for a certain address, what kind 
of person would you walk up to and ask for directions? 
 

If you were the newest person to be hired at a company and you were unsure how to handle a 
particular task you had been assigned, which of your coworkers would you ask for advice? 
 

In each of the situations described above, we would go to the person who looked friendly, who 
seemed sociable, who fit our image of a "nice person," who appeared to be welcoming. In 
short, we would go up to the person who seemed approachable. We would never walk up to a 
person we thought might be hostile, arrogant, unsympathetic, or who looked intimidating. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 1:40-45), we read "a leper came to Jesus and kneeling down 
begged him and said 'If you wish, you can make me clean.'" The reason the man afflicted with 
leprosy came to Jesus was because that man must have judged Jesus to be approachable. 
 

He must have thought that Jesus would not treat him like other people treated persons 
afflicted with the scourge of leprosy. Fearful of contracting the disease and being declared 
unclean and excommunicated from society, people did not let lepers anywhere near them. 
They drove them away with their words and with force if necessary.  
 

Certainly, if the leper thought Jesus was that kind of fearful, hostile, unsympathetic person he 
would never have walked over to him with his request for healing. In some way, the leper had 
come to see Jesus as approachable. Perhaps it was because of the words Jesus spoke, or the 
way Jesus welcomed other outcasts, or the warmth and kindness that Jesus exuded, or the 
reports of Jesus' acts of healing and forgiveness.  
 

The leper's assessment of Jesus was correct. The Gospel tells us "Moved with pity, Jesus 
stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, "I do will it. Be made clean."  
 

Like the leper, we too have judged Jesus to be approachable. Otherwise we would not seek him 
out in the Church, in the sacraments, in the scriptures, and in our private prayer. 
 



As people who have experienced the touch of Jesus, as did the leper, we have to tell others 
about Jesus, the one who is always approachable. And even more importantly, as a Church, we 
have to demonstrate the approachableness of Jesus to those who have yet to meet him. If 
Jesus and his Church do not seem approachable, people will keep their distance. 
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