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Sunday, February 10, 2013 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

WHOSE ADVICE? 
 

If you were going to open a restaurant, whose advice would you follow in your attempt to make 
your business a success? Would you listen to the mechanic who repairs your car, to the college 
professor who has written two books on international finance, or to the entrepreneur in the 
next town who has a line of customers outside of his restaurant six days a week? 
 

Naturally, you would seek the advice of the person who was operating the kind of business you 
hoped to create. It would be foolish to speak to the mechanic whose line of work was not 
related to the food industry. He might know motor oil and engines, but that would hardly make 
him an expert on vegetable oils or on commercial kitchen appliances. The professor might know 
economic theory, but it is doubtful she would know where to get the best priced wholesale 
produce. No, we would seek out and follow the advice of the man or woman who was 
operating the kind of business we hoped to start.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 5:1-11), Simon and his fishing partners have had a bad night of 
fishing. They have nothing to show for hours of effort. As they are dejectedly washing their 
nets, Jesus climbs into Simon’s boat and makes it his floating pulpit from which he addresses 
the crowd on the shore. Then Jesus tells Simon to sail out and lower his nets. 
 

The advice from Jesus was unexpected. There was every reason for Simon to ignore it. He was 
the professional fisherman, not Jesus.  What did an itinerant rabbi, who had once been a 
carpenter, know about fishing? Men fished at night when it was cool, when their energy would 
not be drained by the noon day sun. Furthermore, fishing at night made the net invisible to the 
swimming fish, only a fool would lower his net during the day when it could be easily seen and 
avoided. 
 

Yet, Simon decides to take this unorthodox advice from this unexpected source. He gets such a 
catch that he has to call for extra boats to haul it in. Jesus the rabbi, who knew how to hold the 
attention of the crowd as he called them to repentance and to a new relationship with God, 
apparently was wise in other areas as well. 
 

As Christians, we believe that the teaching of Jesus is obviously connected to our spiritual life. 
We accept his advice when it comes to prayer, to our relationship with God, and to “churchy” 
things, but when it comes to other parts of our life, that is not the case. That is especially true 
when it comes to our business and economic life. Jesus’ advice may be great to follow in church 
but not in the board room or in the retail store. Yet the teaching of Jesus about honesty, 
integrity, doing good to those who have hurt you, treating people justly, generosity, concern for 
the poor, forgiving our enemies, and working for peace and justice have a place beyond our 
spiritual life. 
 



As Simon would tell us, following the advice of Jesus brings success to every part of our life! 
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