
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, January 24, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of 
reflection to consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by 
Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

MISSION STATEMENTS 
 

A mission statement is a formal declaration of the purpose, goals and direction of an 
organization. Such statements are meant to guide the decisions and actions of that 
organization. But mission statements are not limited to organizations or companies, 
individuals can also have their own mission statement. Such personal mission 
statements can help people clarify their goals in life and help them direct their time, 
energy, and talent toward achieving those goals. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel Reading (Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21) contains two passages that might be 
considered personal mission statements. The reading begins with Saint Luke, the writer 
of the Gospel, stating his mission. He writes that his goal is to provide a well researched 
“orderly sequence” of all that Jesus said and did so that his readers will realize the 
“certainty of the teachings” they have received. Saint Luke’s mission in life was to 
accurately report the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

A few verses later in Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus proclaims his mission statement. Basing his 
statement on words from the Prophet Isaiah, Jesus declares, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Those words of Jesus sum up what 
Jesus did in his life, and what Jesus Christ continues to do today as he acts through his 
Church. 
 

In light of the mission statements found in this Sunday’s Gospel, we might consider how 
we would respond if we were asked, “As a follower of Jesus Christ, what is the mission 
statement that guides your life?” 
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