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Sunday, January 23, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

CERTAIN CRITERIA 
 

If you were in charge of choosing the members of a basketball team, you would probably pick 
the tallest and most agile people among those trying out for the squad. 
 

If you were responsible for picking students to represent your school in an academic 
competition you would select the smartest, most intelligent members of the student body. 
 

If you were asked to choose an in-house task force to upgrade your firm's computer system, 
you would look for employees with knowledge of hardware and software. 
 

We pick people with certain criteria in mind. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 4:12-23), Jesus invites four fishermen; Peter, Andrew, James, 
and John to follow him as his first disciples. Obviously, there were more than just four people 
working that day along the Sea of Galilee. Why did Jesus invite those particular ones to come 
after him?  
 

Jesus must have had some criteria in mind. He must have felt those four would be open to his 
message, he must have felt they would be able to proclaim the Gospel, he must have felt that 
like him, they too could be a light to those in darkness. 
 

Like Peter, Andrew, James, and John, we too have been called by the Lord to follow him as 
members of His Church. We too have been called to be a light to those in darkness. We too 
have been called to be "fishers of men" who bring others to Christ. That call comes to all who 
are baptized and not only to the very small percentage of God's Church who happen to be 
ordained. 
 

The Lord chose us in the Sacrament of Baptism and he reminds us of that choice each time the 
Mass comes to an end and we are sent forth "to love and serve the Lord." 
 

Weak and sinful, just like Peter, Andrew, James and John, Jesus Christ has chosen us to be part 
of his "team." We must fit some surprising criteria that God has in mind! 
 

© 2011 Rev. Thomas B. Iwanowski 


