
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, January 20, 2013 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SO WHAT? 
 

“So what?” That might be someone’s response to the miracle described in this Sunday’s Gospel 
(John 2:1-11).  
 

Jesus, his mother, and his disciples are at a wedding reception in Cana. The wine runs out. 
Perhaps unexpected friends and relatives had decided to come at the last minute, perhaps 
people were drinking more than usual, perhaps the celebration was so festive that it continued 
longer than anticipated, or maybe the bride and groom had tried to economize and purchased 
too little wine. 
 

No matter the cause, the wine runs out. At the urging of his mother, Jesus comes to the rescue 
of the embarrassed bride and groom. Jesus transforms more than 120 gallons of water into 
wine, producing more than today’s equivalent of 600 bottles of wine. Not just table wine, but 
wine of the highest vintage. As the headwaiter comments to the groom, “Everyone serves good 
wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one, but you have kept the good 
wine until now.” 
 

An interesting story to be sure, but what does it have to do with us today? Such a miracle has 
not been repeated in more than 2,000 years and it is safe to assume that when wine runs out 
today, that’s it. Jesus is no longer mass producing wine from water.  
 

Yet John related this miracle and made it the first miracle recorded in his Gospel because he 
saw it had a message for every Christian. In changing water, contained in jars used for “Jewish 
ceremonial washings,” into wine, Jesus announced that he was bringing a new way of relating 
to God. Not one based on ritual washings and purification rituals but one that flowed from a 
relationship with him. He was the “good wine” that has been saved until now. He followed a 
succession of Jewish priests, prophets, and kings who had been unable to save their people 
from the unrelenting power of sin and death. 
 

Further, just as wine was a sign of joy and festivity – after all people toast with wine and not 
water – so the message he was bringing would add joy and happiness to human life. Christian 
worship would be a celebration of new life and not a repetition of words and ceaseless 
sacrifices. Even today, that miracle at Cana echoes in our liturgy as wine is transformed into the 
very one who changed water into something extraordinary. 
 

A person who only heard of 120 gallons of wine unexpectedly appearing once long, long ago 
could very well say, “So what?” But a person of faith considering the miracle and its meaning 
would be led to say, “So wondrous!”  
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