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Sunday, January 15, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

STAY WITH HIM 
 

If you want to have a true and lasting relationship, you can't just introduce yourself to someone 
and then expect that person to give you a special place in his or her heart. You need to work at 
that relationship. You need to stay with that relationship. You need to get to know the person 
and that person needs to learn about you.  
 

If you want your children to turn out to be good people, you need to do more than give them 
food, clothing and shelter, and some "quality time." You need to stay with your children, pray 
with them, and give them good example. You need to review their homework, go to their 
games, listen to their hopes and dreams, and just be there, even if they seem oblivious of your 
presence. 
 

If you want your business to succeed, if you want to win the trust of your customers, you 
cannot just be interested with people before the sale. You need to stay with them after the 
contract is signed. You need to be there to show them how things work, to correct problems, 
and to answer questions. You need to stand by them and by your product. 
 

The same thing holds true in our spiritual life. If we want to succeed spiritually, if we want to 
have a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ, we need to spend time with him. It is not 
enough to simply have someone point out the importance of Jesus or tell us about him. We 
need to stay with him, we need to get to know him for ourselves. 
 

We see that in this Sunday's Gospel (John1:25-42). There Andrew and another disciple of John 
the Baptist hear John point out Jesus as "the Lamb of God." The two begin to walk after Jesus 
and he asks them "What are you looking for?" They respond to his question by asking a 
question of their own "Rabbi, where are you staying?" Jesus says come and see, and the Gospel 
says they "saw where Jesus was staying and they stayed with him that day." 
 

Those two then became disciples of Jesus. They became his followers, not because they saw the 
place where he happened to be residing, but because they spent time in his company. They 
stayed and listened to his words. And over time they came to know where Jesus truly stayed, 
he stayed in relationship with his Father. 
 

As Christians, we need to "stay" with Jesus Christ. We do that by staying with him at Mass 
Sunday after Sunday, by staying with him in prayer, by staying with him as members of his 
Church, and by staying with him as we serve the poor and hurting with whom he identifies. 
"Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me." 
(Matthew 25:40) 
 



If we stay with Jesus, like those two disciples in Sunday's Gospel, we will find the fullness of life 
that only he can offer us. If our staying with Jesus becomes sporadic and haphazard, our 
relationship with him will gradually fade away. We need to stay with the Lord! 
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