
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, January 13, 2013 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

TRANSITIONAL MOMENTS 
 

There are transitional moments in a nation’s history when things begin to move in a new 
direction. Attitudes start to change. People begin to look at life in a different way. 
 

The moon landing of Apollo 11 in 1969 was such a transitional moment. It was the first time 
that a human being had set foot on a place other than the planet earth. That event caused 
people to view the heavens in a whole new way and it caused us to take a second look at our 
place in the universe. 
 

9/11 was another such transitional moment, though a decidedly negative one. It undermined 
our sense of security. It changed the way we view strangers, board airplanes, enter government 
buildings, send packages, and look at jets and high rise buildings. It made it hard to sing the 
words “thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears.” 
 

Transitional moments also happen in the life of individuals and not just nations. 
 

Falling in love is certainly a transitional moment. A man or woman whose heart is warmed by 
love for another person sees all of life in a new, more wonderful way. Everything seems 
possible. The future looks bright. There is hope and joy and a true sense of self-worth.  
 

The birth of a child is a transitional moment. Husband and wife become mom and dad and 
everything changes. Sleep is sacrificed, priorities are adjusted, and decisions begin to be made 
in light of what is best for the little one who has entered the life of the couple. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 3:15-16, 21-22) relates a transitional moment in the life of Jesus and 
a transitional moment in the Church’s calendar. 
 

In this Gospel we read that Jesus was baptized by John. That was a decidedly transitional 
moment for Jesus. It marked his transition from being a carpenter in Nazareth to his being 
recognized as the mighty one who would baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire.” It marked the 
moment when a voice from the heavens declare, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” It marked the beginning of his public ministry. Jesus could never go back to being just 
another insignificant man in Nazareth. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel also marks a transitional time in the Church’s calendar. It brings the 
Christmas Season that began the evening of December 24 to a close. We have celebrated the 
Incarnation, God’s coming among us in the flesh and blood of the Child of Bethlehem. Now we 
enter the season called Ordinary Time. This is the time when we listen to Jesus as he proclaims 
his message of repentance and new life as the Gospels are read each Sunday. 
 

This coming season of Ordinary Time can hold transitional moments for us if we open ourselves 
to the action of God in our life. We especially do that when we spend time with God in prayer. 



That is not surprising, for prayer puts a person in the transforming presence of God. We see 
that in this Sunday’s Gospel, where Luke tells us that the Spirit descended on Jesus when he 
“was praying.” 
 

Transitional moments can change people, move them in new directions, and shift attitudes. 
Prayerful, transitional moments can move us closer to God. 
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