
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, January 9, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

SIX POINTS 
 

If you want to renew your driver's license in the State of New Jersey you need to pay a renewal 
fee and present documents that prove your identity. The state allows a person to present a 
variety of such identifying documents and assigns a point value to each one. For example, a 
current US passport is worth four points, a marriage certificate is worth three points, a college 
ID and transcript is worth two points, a current bank statement is worth one point, etc.  
 

A person must show "six points" worth of such identifying documents in order to be issued a 
license. But as we know, in this day and age it is not only the Motor Vehicle Commission that 
requires identification. We are often required to prove who we are. We need to prove our 
identity to open a bank account, to cash a check, to apply for employment, to enroll in school, 
etc. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 3:13-17), Jesus presents his identification. He comes to the 
Jordan River where John the Baptist is proclaiming the coming of someone greater than 
himself, announcing the kingdom, and urging people to acknowledge their sins as they are 
baptized.  
 

Jesus presents himself for baptism. In doing so Jesus, the sinless one, identifies himself with 
sinners. He is our brother. Then as the waters of the Jordan soak him, the Spirit of God 
descends upon Jesus like a dove, and the voice of God proclaims "This my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased." Jesus is identified as the Holy One who has come among his people, 
as the Word made flesh, as the long awaited Messiah.  
 

In this Gospel, as in all the Gospels of this Christmas Season that ends this Sunday, Jesus proves 
his identity. He is the long awaited savior born in Bethlehem. He is part of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth. He is the Virgin's son who was given the name of Jesus before his birth. He is the King 
of the Jews and a light to the Magi and to all peoples. He is the beloved son filled with the Spirit 
of God. And he is the one in whom we come to know ourselves as God's beloved sons and 
daughters made so at our baptism. 
 

Jesus comes to us with well over six points of identification!  
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