
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, January 6, 2013 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

IN OR OUT? 
 

There are certain things that are IN, and certain things that are OUT. 
 

Smart phones are IN, and pagers are definitely OUT. Digital communication is IN, and snail mail 
seems to be on the way OUT. 
 

But it is not only things that are "in" favor or "out" of favor. Such evaluations are also made 
about individuals. Most TV stars who were popular 15 years ago are no longer included on the 
A list. Just ask Roseanne Barr. Politicians and political leaders who once commanded the 
media's attention are hardly given a second look today. Just ask John Edwards. Athletes whose 
endorsements were once sought after are now shunned. Just ask Lance Armstrong. 
 

Being IN or OUT even applies to groups of people. Remember when struggling farmers were IN. 
There were Farm Aid Concerts and benefits. Remember when the people of Haiti were IN after 
the earthquake of 2010. Now those groups are OUT, replaced by others who have caught the 
attention of the media. 
 

In today's Gospel, we have a definite IN group and an OUT Group. The Jewish people saw 
themselves as the IN group. They were God's "Chosen People," the people waiting for the 
Messiah to come and to restore their nation to greatness. 
 

To the Jewish people, all other peoples were definitely OUT. The Gentiles, those pagans who 
did not know the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were beyond God's care and concern. That 
group certainly included the Magi who came to Jerusalem asking "Where is the newborn king of 
the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage." 
 

Their arrival caused a stir, yet no one joined the Magi on their journey to Bethlehem. No one 
was that interested. Even Herod, who was concerned about possible rivals, only asked the Magi 
to give him a report on their way home. Perhaps that was because the Jews did not believe that 
those Gentiles, those folks on the OUT, could really know anything of importance. If God had 
truly sent the Messiah, the Jews thought they would certainly have known about it. They would 
not have needed to learn about it from outsiders. 
 

Yet God had revealed his coming to those Magi. God had summoned those outsiders to come 
to the child of Bethlehem. God had even given them the insight to recognize who that child 
truly was. The gold the Magi presented proclaimed his royalty. The incense they presented 
proclaimed his divinity. The myrrh they presented proclaimed his future suffering and death. 
Those Magi were part of the IN group in God's plan. The Savior had come for all people, even 
those the Jews saw as unworthy of God's concern. 
 



Today, God continues to summon all kinds of people to himself – people of every race, ethnic 
group, nation, political persuasion, sexual orientation, moral standing, age, economic class, 
education level, etc. 
 

We may think we know who has the IN with God, and who is on the OUTS. But as the Feast of 
the Epiphany proclaims, those we judge as OUT, God may see as IN! 
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Best Wishes a New Year Filled with God's Presence and Peace! 
 


