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Over Coffee
with Pastor Al

There was a lot of hype about the Solar Eclipse.
There were the “profit takers” in the swath of the total
eclipse in Oregon (and I suspect all across the USA).
There were some who were blasé about the whole
experience. While we were not in the area of “total”
eclipse – about 92%, I was still amazed and in some
sense awe-struck. While it didn’t get as dark as I
might have expected, it did cool considerably. There
was a morning dove in our area who seemed to be
singing its night song and then its morning song.
Perhaps it was more in tune with its surroundings
than I was.

Perhaps the eclipse of the sun is a parable to
remind us that we allow things, feelings, situations,
intellectual questions and life in general to surround
us in such a way that they eclipse the love that God
has for each of us. And it also gives us the hope that
God’s love is never closed off from us. The eclipse
passes and the warmth of the sun returns, the warmth
of God’s love is experienced.
Peace…Joy…Love in Christ,
Al

Message from Your Lay Leader
You may have noticed that Bob and I have been
stepping back a bit, inviting others to become more
actively engaged in the discipling process…to
become more actively engaged in the community of
God’s people at NMUMC…to grow together in
Christlikeness…and to reach out and share the joy of
growing in Christ with community beyond the doors
of NMUMC.

Growing in Christlikeness is a lifelong process
best accomplished in community with other Christcentered friends. And yet, Bob & I feel it is time for
us to reign in a bit…to allow ourselves to focus more
closely on this major life change from independent
‘landowner’ in a community that is spread over a
broad geographic region, to independent living in a
campus community of Christ-centered friends.
Wednesday, August 30th, the Staff Parish
Relations (SPR) committee and I as lay leader will be

meeting with the District Superintendent, Rev. Cara
Scrivens, as she presents the new candidate to
shepherd our family of NMUMC. We will have the
opportunity to interview him or her and get a sense of
compatibility.
As we welcome a new pastor in October, we will
also be defining a new gathering of friends to help
shape the future of NMUMC starting the first of the
calendar year. We all have varied gifts to offer in the
effort to grow our faith here at NMUMC and
beyond. I look forward to possibly assisting a new
Lay Leader (should that person desire assistance) as
the reshaping of life at North Mason United
Methodist Church continues under the guidance of
the next pastor.
Joyce Stratton
Lay Leader

www.northmasonumc.org ◊ 360.275.3714 ◊ office@northmasonumc.org

Borrowing Items from NMUMC???
In order to better track items that have been loaned out by the church, the
Trustees now require a form to be completed PRIOR to ANY items being
removed from church property. If you borrow equipment, furniture, or
kitchen items from NMUMC, please contact the office to check on
availability and to complete the appropriate paperwork.
Thank you.

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries
through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness.

Our Prayers
Prayers for Healing and Medical Concerns






Eleanor Swecker (Duana’s mother)
Gerry Wasner (former NMUMC member)
Kathy Matsen
Juanita High
Laura Lee (Gerry Wasner’s youngest daughter)

Prayers for Peace, Strength, & Encouragement



The Polen Family
Todd Shields

Prayers for wisdom and guidance as the Staff Parish
Relations Committee meets with District Superintendent
Rev. Cara Scriven, on August 30th, to consider the
proposed appointment of our new pastor.
Our brothers and sisters around the globe
mired in war and political violence

Our Presence
August 6 - 31
August 13 - 34
August 20 - 38
August 27 - 28

Our Gifts
The Finance Committee reviewed the
church’s financial activity through July 31,
2017 at its’ regularly scheduled meeting on
August 17th. We are pleased to report that
during the first seven months of this year, our
income exceeded our expenses by $3,739.
Again, we would like to thank the
congregation for your continuing financial
support – it truly is the lifeline for our church.
The next meeting of the finance committee
will be held on Thursday, September 21st at
5pm at the church. As always, anyone is
welcome to attend. If you have any questions
about our finances, please feel free to
contact Sandy Shoemaker, Finance Chair,
at sshoemaker@wavecable.com.
Blessings from your Finance Committee

Fill-The-Bus!

Thank you for your presence

September Birthdays
8th
12th
14th
21st
27th

Mike Snow
Bob Stratton
Ken Boad
Brad Landreth
Betty Vaughn

September Anniversaries
26th Gary & Julie Carter

Thank you all for your generous donations to the
annual Fill-The-Bus Back to School Supply Drive!

Hurricane Harvey
Relief Effort Donations
If you would like to contribute to the Hurricane
Harvey relief effort, you can contribute to
UMCOR
by
putting
USDR
Advance
#901670 on the memo line of your check or on
the outside of your contribution envelope.
You may also contribute
visiting bit.ly/umcor-901670.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

2

7pm NA

3

8:30am 1st Sunday
Breakfast

4

5

2pm ACA

Saturday

6

7

8

9

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

29

30

6pm The Word

6pm ACA

7pm NA

7pm NA

9am Faithlink
10:15am Worship
w/Communion

10

9am Faithlink

10:15am Worship

17

9am Faithlink
10:15am Worship

11

12pm Caregivers
Support Group

18

12pm Caregivers
Support Group

12

2pm ACA

6pm The Word

6pm ACA

7pm NA

7pm NA

19

2pm ACA
7pm NA

12pm Free Lunch
at BCC Hosted by
NMUMC
6pm The Word

5pm Trustees,
SPR, & Finance
Committee
Meetings

7pm NA

TBD Hal Thomas
Memorial

6pm ACA
6:30pm Church
Council Meeting

24

9am Faithlink
10:15am Worship

25

12pm Caregivers
Support Group

26

2pm ACA
5pm NMR Board
Meeting
7pm NA

27

6pm The Word

28

6pm ACA

7pm NA

'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. Amen.'
Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson in Everett, WA
Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico
Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard
Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM
James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham’s son in the Air Force stationed In Florida
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Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm

