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Happy February!
This is the month when we
celebrate LOVE!
The Apostle Paul says a lot
about love; Love is patient.
Love is kind.
Love never fails.
As I think about love, I find it a travesty that
the English language only has one word for
love.
We conflate so many feelings into the word
love.
The way I love my parents is different than
the way I love my friends. The way I love a
significant other, is different than the way I
love family. Love. A big word with a deeper
meaning.
As I think more about love, I wanted to share
with you all some of my favorite quotes
about love.
“Love a man even in his sin, for that is the
semblance of Divine Love and is the highest
love on earth. Love all God’s creation, the
whole of it and every grain of sand in it. Love
every leaf, every ray of God’s light. Love the
animals, love the plants, love everything. If
you love everything, you will perceive the
divine mystery in things. Once you have
perceived it, you will begin to comprehend it

better every day, and you will come at last to
love the world with an all-embracing love.”
~Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov
“It is better to be hated for what you are
than to be loved for what you are not.”
~Andre Gide
“Have enough courage to trust love one
more time and always one more time.”
~Maya Angelou
Love. Agape. I hope we all experience the
love of God, the love of friends, and the love
of each other as we live in this age and time!
May God’s deep abiding Love be with you
all.
Pastor J.

Special Service

Sunday, February 17th, 9 a.m.
Please plan to join us on Sunday, February
17th, at 9 a.m. to welcome Conference staff
person Rev. Kathy Neary who will be leading
us in worship. She will help us focus on our
church mission and in our future, growth and
sustainability.
Following worship we will share a brunch and
discuss NMUMC needs with Rev. Kathy and
Pastor Justin. All are encouraged to attend
Donations of breakfast casseroles, fruit,
cheese, etc. would be appreciated.
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Donate to North Mason UMC
at NO COST to you!

You shop. Amazon gives.




Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to North
Mason United Methodist Church.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you
know. Same products, same prices, same
service.

Support North Mason United Methodist
Church
by starting your shopping
CLICK HERE
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1580553

Coalition of Churches
& Community
Wednesday Hot Lunch
3rd Wednesday of the month
is hosted by NMUMC
The
Wednesday
Lunch Bunch hosted
another good hot
lunch
on
January
16th.
There
were
about
45
guests
and enough leftovers to go home for
another meal. The menu was Veggie/
Pasta Salad for the first course, Sweet and
Sour Chicken, White Rice topped with
Turkey/Pineapple Sauce and Frozen Corn
for the main entree and dessert choices of
Homemade Applesauce, Sliced Canned
Peaches, Ice Cream Cup and Cookies.
A big THANKS to the volunteers who
prepared, served and cleaned up - Judy
Honsowetz, Ged Honsowetz, Carol Wilson,
Lynn Coffman, Erin Pierce, Phyllis Cass,
Margaret Rutherford and Leon Hart and
Teriyaki Wok for their generous donation.
We always have room for new
helpers. This service is both rewarding and
fun.
Lynn Coffman
360-275-7131

Church unity means walking with LGBTQ disciples
Tue., Jan. 29, 2019
By Elaine Stanovsky
Greater NW Episcopal Area of the United Methodist Church

United Methodists will gather in St. Louis next month to decide whether the global denomination will
split over full inclusion of LGBTQ individuals. As the bishop overseeing 450 churches in Washington,
Idaho, Oregon and Alaska, I am deeply committed to working for unity in the church and opening
the church to full inclusion. Let me share how I began my personal walk with Jesus and his LGBTQ
followers.
It was 1971 and I was a senior at Bellevue High School (go Wolverines!). It was two years after the
Stonewall Uprising which protested a police raid at a gay bar in Greenwich Village and marked the
beginning of the gay liberation movement in America. But I didn’t know anything about that. It was
a year before the United Methodist Church’s highest legislative body would adopt language stating
that it considers the “practice of homosexuality incompatible with Christian teaching.”
I was just an awkwardly tall, unusually curious teenager. I served the church in a number of ways as
a youth leader. As I got to know other youth from many backgrounds, life experiences, races and
cultures, my horizons expanded quickly, and my faith was tested and stretched in a thousand ways.
I never felt far from God during these years. I never felt I was being pulled away from faith.
One day I was on the phone talking to a 16-year-old boy from a neighboring church on youth
council business. We were both sexually inexperienced, but through youth ministry, had become
aware of the emerging struggle of lesbian, gay and transgender people to be understood and
accepted. Somewhere in the conversation, Michael said, “I think I might be gay. And I don’t know if
there is a place for me in the church.”
Michael didn’t find his gay identity outside the church. He didn’t come to the church as an invader
or a reformer, trying to change the church. He grew up in the church. He was baptized in the
church. And as he began to understand himself as a sexual person – before he had been in a
sexual relationship – it was within the church that he searched to find his place in God’s good
creation.
What I knew was that Christians embrace one another, stay in relationship, and walk together. So, I
found Michael some gay Christians to help him find his way, and we remained friends.
I knew from that moment I would work in the church to understand and to welcome and learn from
my brothers and sisters who did not fit the sexual norms I had grown up with; but who loved and
desired to serve God in the same way I did and were meant to fully be part of the church family.
I hear people claim that the movement for full inclusion of LGBTQ people is a secular movement,
driven by outsiders who want to control the church. I don’t know many secular people who care
very much about what the church thinks or teaches.

But I know many LGBTQ people of Christian and other faiths, like Michael, whose sexual identity
unfolded right alongside their faith as they grew into adulthood.
Michael taught me that the church’s struggle to understand God’s will regarding human sexuality is
not a struggle of us versus them. It is a struggle of us with us. It is a family struggle –
baptized children of God talking to other baptized children of God, with Jesus as mediator.
My prayer for the upcoming General Conference is that United Methodists from Africa, Europe, the
Philippines and North America will find a way to stay together as we continue to learn from one
another and seek to understand God’s unfolding intention for the whole human family.
Elaine Stanovsky is bishop for the Greater NW Episcopal Area of the United Methodist Church. Stanovsky has served this
area since 2016. Previously, she served as bishop of the Mountain Sky Area (Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah) of
the UMC from 2008-2016. She was born in Vancouver, Washington, and was baptized at First United Methodist Church.

3 Ways We Use Our Money for Good
by Julia Frisbie, Associate Director, Northwest United Methodist Foundation

If you’re a clergyperson with a pension, or if your church has long-term investments with the
Northwest United Methodist Foundation, chances are that your investments are being
managed by Wespath. That’s the investment arm of the United Methodist Church.
This is one of the perks of being part of a global denomination. Just like UMCOR allows us to
do more in the mission field than any of our churches could do alone, Wespath allows us to
pool our money and have a bigger positive impact in the markets. Here are three ways
Wespath helps us use our money for good.
1. Avoid: Our money is not invested in alcohol, tobacco, pornography, gambling,
weapons, or private prisons. These exclusions are in line with our United Methodist Social
Principles. Wespath also avoids investing in coal, because of the financial risk it poses in
the emerging low-carbon economy. Due in large part to pressure from our own annual
conferences, Wespath now gives our account holders the option to divest from fossil
fuels and the so-called Palestinian conflict companies.
2. Engage: Through formal requests, proxy voting, and shareholder resolutions, Wespath
both encourages and, when required, puts pressure on companies and policymakers to
do the right thing. Our pooled $23 Billion in assets give us more clout than any of us
would have alone. Together, we advocate for: board independence and diversity;
performance-based executive compensation; robust audit and control practices;
appropriate shareholder rights and transparent reporting; the transition to a low-carbon
economy; and identifying and mitigating human rights risks.
3. Invest: It’s not enough to avoid the bad stuff and question the questionable stuff. We
also need to invest in the good stuff. Through Wespath, we have:
1. $1.5 Billion managed by women and/or minority-owned firms.
2. More than $2 Billion in our Positive Social Purpose Lending Program. This includes
investments in renewable energy for developing nations, and the construction of
52,000 affordable housing units here in the US!
3. More than $700 Million in low-carbon energy solutions.

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries
through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness.

Our Prayers
Joy & Thanksgiving
 Joy for the Wingren family and good family
outcome
 Thanksgiving for Denise Snow’s successful
surgery
Healing & Medical Concerns
 Sandy Shoemaker
 Kathy Matsen
 Leon Hart
National & International Concerns
 Our brothers and sisters around the globe
mired in war, political violence, and natural
disasters, as well as those who are without
food, clothing, and shelter.
Peace, Strength & Encouragement
 Robbi Huff as she mourns the loss of her
husband, Chuck
 Prayers for strength and encouragement for
Emily Dugan and her mom, Duana, as they
navigate the medical system to obtain a
diagnosis for Emily’s chronic illness
 We ask for God’s help in creating a world
where people are not fearful

Our Gifts
Since the January 2019 Council Meeting
and Finance Committee meetings were
canceled, we will be presenting the 2018 Year
End financial report to the Council at its
February 2019 meeting and requesting
approval of the final 2019 budget. We expect
to have a response from the Conference
concerning our requests for financial support
shortly, which will allow us to finalize our 2019
budget. We will report on all of these activities
in our March newsletter.
The next meeting of the Finance
Committee will be on February 25th at 5:00PM
at the church. As always, anyone who would
like to attend is always welcome!
Blessings from your Finance Committee



Friends In Care
 June Vande Bossche


Protection
 Prayers for everyone’s safety during this bout
of winter weather.

February Birthdays
Our Presence
January 6th - 26
January 13th - 29
January 20th - 20
January 27th - 17

5th
6th
7th
9th
12th

Steven Wyble
Mel Coffman
Betty Westfall
DeeAnn Meacham
Debby Boad

February Anniversaries
7th

Jan & Jerry Post

February
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

7pm NA

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

22

23

8am Burrito
11am Lunch &
2pm ACA
Outreach/
Crafts + Book Club
Breakfast
9am Worship
w/Communion
Faithlink
Following Worship 5:30pm Book
Study at NMUMC

9am Worship
Faithlink
Following Worship

17

9am Worship
Faithlink
Following Worship

11am Lunch &
Crafts

18

11am Lunch &
Crafts

2pm ACA

6pm New Life

6pm New Life

6:30pm ACA

6:30pm ACA

19

2pm ACA

20

12pm Free Lunch
at BCC Hosted by
NMUMC

21

6:30pm ACA

6pm New Life
9am Worship
Faithlink
Following Worship

25

11am Lunch &
Crafts

7pm NA

7pm Book Study at
Brownsville UMC

5:30pm NMUMC
Book Study at
Carmen Caporale’s
Home

24

7pm NA

26

2pm ACA

27

6pm New Life

28

6:30pm ACA
7pm Book Study at
Brownsville UMC

7pm NA

'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. Amen.'
Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson in Everett, WA
Rob Eier - Wendell Fleener’s grandson and Teresa’s son is a reservist in Maine
Sande Eier - Wendell Fleener’s granddaughter and Teresa’s daughter is back in the states after having
served in the Peace Corps in Southern Africa
Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard
Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM

February 2019
Newsletter
NMUMC Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm

