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February 2018
Greetings!
As we head into February, we look forward to
many days of celebration. Sunday the 11th, brings
us the Annual Mardi Gras. This year, it has been
decided to have the auction on Sunday after church
and after the potluck. It is time for the church family
to have a ‘good time’ with one another and to see
who wants the cheese cake more!
The following Wednesday is Ash Wednesday.
We will have a service at 6pm. This leads us into a
time of Lent. These 6 weeks before Holy Week are
a time for one to reflect on their faith and how that
faith is affecting one’s life. Most of the time, if we
are honest with ourselves, we always come up with
some areas on which we can improve on our
relationship with God and with others. Thus, Lent
becomes a time to perhaps change a little
something in one’s life that will help with that
change. Change requires discipline and motivation.
The motivation comes from our desire to get closer
to God and the discipline comes when there is a
temptation or two that get in the way of that change.
Thus, ‘giving up something for Lent,’ (something
that at times we just cannot live without) has come
about to tempt us and to test our commitment to
change.

Many examples are available in each of our
lives to illustrate the point. For me, it is sweets.
Some have asked why I do not eat cookies, cake,
candy, etc. The answer is that many years ago, I
gave them up for Lent. It was not an easy thing to
do. Since that time, it has been my choice not to eat
them. Whenever I turn down something sweet or
get teased about not eating ‘sweets,’ I feel very
good that I have been able to keep that vow and
thus feel that in that very small way, I am getting
closer to God. That may sound strange to some, yet

one never knows what enables a person to get
closer to God. By the way, I do not think God cares
about how one tries to get closer, as long it doesn’t
affect someone else.
A friend of mine in the Methow Valley forever
tells the dumbest, stupidest, short, one line jokes.
You know the kind, when he would ask a question
and then offer an answer. One Lent he gave up
telling them. Believe me when I say that it was very
difficult for him to do so. None the less, he
celebrated the fact that he was successful right up
until the fellowship time after Easter Sunday
morning worship service, when he burst forth with a
‘joke’ that he had been saving for 6 weeks.
So I challenge you. This year give up
something that you think you need a lot and try to
stay with that commitment. Perhaps you will feel
closer to God every time you are tempted to retreat
from your commitment. Perhaps it might change
your life. For my friend not so much, yet for me, it
did.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Don

WORSHIP
February 14th
6pm
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Coalition of Churches & Community
Wednesday Hot Lunch

3rd Wednesday of the month is hosted by NMUMC

On Wednesday, January 17th, the 52 guests at the Free Wednesday Lunch were
treated to a wonderful Mexican meal. Judy and Ged Honsowetz prepared Sour
Cream Chicken Enchiladas and Refried Beans with fresh lettuce and tomato
condiments. The plates were beautiful and the guests were very pleased. A big thanks goes to the special
NMUMC volunteers who prepared, served and cleaned up after the meal. Thanks to Judy, Ged, Erin Pierce,
Carol Wilson, Lynn Soderlund, Laurie Duncan, Denise Sarchet, Mary Poole and Don & Barb Ford. A great
time was had by all. You are welcome to join in this community service on any 3rd Wednesday.
If you are interested in helping prepare and serve a meal for the hungry,
please contact Lynn Coffman at 360-275-7131 for more information.
North Mason UMC is looking for an individual or two
who would be willing to sponsor this much needed and appreciated local mission work
by contributing $50 per month to help pay for the food that is used to make these meals.

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries
through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness.

Our Prayers
Joy & Thanksgiving
 The joy of friendship
Healing & Medical Concerns
 Avi Sharer for continuing multiple sicknesses
 Local pastor who was in a head on collision
 Kathy Calm
 Anna’s Bay Choir Director
 Bobby Stratton
 Sandy Shoemaker
 Kathy Matsen
 Leon Hart
National & International Concerns
 Victims of the Kentucky school shooting
 All those affected by natural disasters
 Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired
in war and political violence, as well as those who
are without food, clothing, and shelter.
Peace, Strength, & Encouragement
 Joyce Stratton’s daughter who is moving to
Olympia
 Floyd & Lynn Soderlund
 Duana Dugan and her mom, Eleanor Swecker
Friends In Care
 June Vande Bossche
 Juanita High
 Jean Whitney

Our Gifts
The Finance Committee would like to announce
that its’ regular monthly Committee meetings have
been moved to the second Sunday of each month
following our regular church service. The meetings will
be held in the NMUMC library. These are open
meetings, and anyone who would like to join us is
more than welcome! The next meeting will be held
on Sunday, February 11, 2018 following church
service.
At its January 2018 meeting, the Finance
Committee reviewed the 2017 financial activity and
the 2018 proposed budget. During January, as
directed by the Church Council, the Committee also
submitted requests to the Conference for financial
support in 2018. We are happy to report that the
Conference has responded to our requests and will be
providing support for our Pastor salary payments, and
they have reduced our 2018 apportionment payments
by 25%. This is very good news, indeed!
At its February meeting, the Finance Committee
will be reviewing the January 2018 financial activity
and the finalized budget for 2018.
We would also like to remind everyone that our
annual Mardi Gras potluck and auction will be held
on February 11th. This is our first fundraiser of the
new year, so we hope to see everyone there!
Blessings From Your Finance Committee

February Birthdays
5th
6th
7th
9th
12th
22nd

Steven Wyble
Mel Coffman
Betty Westfall
DeeAnn Meacham
Debbie Boad
Barbara Acuna

February Anniversaries
7th

Jerry & Jan Post

For the month of
January, 2018

For the year 2018

Revenue

$6,502.77

$6,502.77

Expense

$10,051.72

$10,051.72

Net Gain
or Loss

($3,548.95)

($3,548.95)

Our Presence
January 7 - 38
January 14 - 31
January 21 - 36
January 28 - 28
Thank you for your presence
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'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. Amen.'
Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson in Everett, WA
Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico
Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard
Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM
James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham’s son in the Air Force stationed In Florida
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