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Pastor for Worship & Spiritual Growth
And he gave the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ.
Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV)

We are excited to announce that we will be adding Christian Schmutz to our
pastoral staff on September 4. Christian grew up here at Northlake and is a 2009
graduate of Three Rivers Christian School. He trusted in Jesus Christ as his Savior
and Lord at the age of 5 at the Passion Play in Puyallup.
Christian attended Trinity Western University for two years, studying classical
music. He then transferred to Berklee School of Music in Boston, MA where he
completed his BA in Music Performance in 2015. Christian then spent nine
months in the Antioch Discipleship Training School, participating in missions to
Morocco and Germany to reach out to Syrian refugees.
For the last two years, Christian has been serving in the Residency program of
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FOCUS: NEW PASTOR for Worship & Spiritual Growth
Antioch with a focus on worship and many other pastoral ministries.
He has been invited to play in several bands in the Northeast of the
US and has led worship at retreats for Navigators ministries.
Christian has been deeply involved in the small group ministries of
Antioch Church in college ministries and more recently the adult Life
Groups. He has been growing as a teacher of the Word of God and
has discovered the joy of helping others grasp what the Lord is saying
to us in His Word in the relational context of the church. He has also
been instrumental in raising up others in worship ministry and has
been a key leader in the development of the Antioch House of Prayer,
organizing and leading a number of prophetic worship gatherings. His
team at the church also produced and recorded a five-song CD of
original worship music.
In addition to his various fields of ministry in the church, Christian
has also provided private instruction in drums, piano and guitar at the
Park Street Church Christian School for the past five years. He is a
Starbucks barista, having earned his “black apron” as a coffee master
and won several barista competitions.
Christian has developed a sense of call into pastoral ministry in the
past few years that has intensified as he approaches the conclusion of
the residency program this August 31. He will make his transition
immediately to Longview and
begin serving on staff here at
Northlake Church on September 4
as Pastor for Worship & Spiritual
Growth.
The elders unanimously
supported adding Christian to our
growing staff. He is extremely
excited to join us at Northlake!
Pastor Mark

Northlake
Fostering Together
FOSTER CARE IS
SPIRITUAL WARFARE

But it was more than just a legal proceeding
that day; it was a spiritual one.
THE TENSION OF THE UNSEEN
What was taking place in the courtroom, just
like in many other courtrooms everyday all
around the country, was more unseen than the
negligent actions of birth parents, the hustle of
lawyers and case workers and the proceedings
of an overrun and under resourced legal system. It was by nature unseen – an attempt of
the Enemy to steal, kill and destroy (John
2

VOLUNTEER AT THE LOVE INC/
THREE RIVERS HOUSE OF PRAYER
FIREWORKS STANDS
Want to spend some time with some great people? Here’s your
chance to make your 4th of July celebration begin early. Love INC
and Three Rivers House of Prayer will have 2 fireworks tents: one at
Walmart on Ocean Beach Hwy & one on our Northlake campus, June
29th through July 5th.
We need volunteers to help run the tents. Don’t worry if you don’t
know anything about what all the different types of fireworks do.
We will have a video demonstration of the fireworks continually
running in the tent. It’s easy!
Sign up for a 4-hour time slot today. Call (360) 232-8576. We want
to have all our volunteer time slots filled ASAP, so call today, (360)
232-8576.

10:10) this innocent child’s life, and to perpetuate the systemic brokenness of past generations into hers. She was too young to be aware
of the fact this was one of the most important
days of her life, which all the more demanded
someone be there to stand where she could
not stand for herself and speak when she could
not speak on her own behalf.
I assumed we would be silent spectators that
day; the lawyers would do what they need to
do and later inform us of what we needed to
do. Yet, as the room seemingly fell silent, I was
unexpectedly called to testify before the court there I now stood, only a few feet from this
little girl's biological father who had just endured a brutal recounting of why he is incapable of caring for a child.
No longer a silent spectator; I was now an active participant. After a series of questions from
the judge, his final and most significant one
seemed to linger longer than the others: Do
you believe it's in the best interest of this child
for parental rights to be terminated, and if so, is
it your intent to adopt her? A question I'll never
forget being asked, and an answer I'll always be
both honored and heart-broken to have to
give: Yes, your honor, I do, and it is our intent
to adopt her if that is in her best interest.

I knew then that none of this should be happening - I could feel it in the room. He should
be taking care of his own daughter. She should
be with him. But now here I am, with such
great privilege and joy gaining the rights over a
precious little girl while a broken man stands
beside me having just lost his. While the beauty
of justice has prevailed, it did so only upon the
backdrop of brokenness, loss and sadness. This
is not how it's supposed to be. Nothing in foster
care really is.
You could feel it in the air – the tension of the
unseen battle was thick.
Foster care is spiritual warfare.
JESUS AND THE JUDGE
It was in that moment I sensed with vivid clarity
a picture of what it meant for Jesus to stand
before God on my behalf. To speak when I
could not speak for myself. To stand where I
could not stand on my own. I could imagine the
heavenly scenario playing out at the point of
my salvation - being ushered before God the
Judge with my brokenness laid bare before
Him. Jesus stepping in to testify, answering the
single most important question that would
ultimately determine my fate forever: Jesus, do
you believe it's in the best interest of Jason for
Continued on page 6

Living in Community, Connect Groups

Connecting at Northlake! SUMMER GROUPS
CONNECT Groups: short-term opportunities to build relationships
through shared interests & activities, life enrichment classes & seminars, and…ministries
& mission teams.
Connect Groups will meet throughout the summer months:

Northlake
Hiking
Group

Various hikes will be planned on Saturdays this summer in the beautiful Northwest, from
family-friendly strolls to more challenging mountain trails. This is a great way to enjoy connecting in the out-of-doors and is perfect for inviting friends, neighbors and co-workers.

Wayne and Pam Hayes are going to launch a summer-only Life Group for those who would
like to connect around relationships in these light-filled, warmer weather months! Sign-up
will be open in August.

NORTHLAKE MOTORCYLE CRUISES are being planned each month this summer! If you have a
motorcycle or can borrow one plan to meet at the Northlake parking lot and head out for
some great routes in our region: Mt. St. Helens, a beach trip and others are being planned!

A 5-week study of the book Unoffendable will be offered this summer hosted by Brad and
Tina Fisher! They are also hosting groups for The Conquer Series and Pure Desire groups that
will discreetly and confidentially address the issues of pornography, including its impact on
spouses.

Wayne Hayes is offering FAMILY TENNIS as a summer connect group with basic instruction
and opportunity to play together with your family...or join one!
The group runs five weeks beginning June 17.
Ty and Rainee Morrison and their crew will be offering kids and teens
BASKETBALL CAMPS at New Life during July.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
NEXT QUARTERLY LEADER’S MEETING: Our NEXT Life Group Leaders meeting will be at McMenamins Kalama Harbor Lodge on Monday,
September 17 from 5:30pm-7:30pm. We will be introducing a transition in our small group ministry as we enter a new season! We hope every
Life Group and house church leader will be able to attend. Mark your calendars now!
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NorthlakeYouth
JULY
EVENTS

NEW NIGHT for
Youth Group!

Monday Night Meeting
•

6:00pm-8:00pm
Youth Rm

We are switching to
MONDAY nights for youth
group! Same great lessons,
fun and food! 6-8pm!

Special Events
•

NEW NIGHT…
Mondays!

•

Girls Movie Night at
the Wenzek’s
July 13th

•

Water Fight Youth
Night
July 16th

•

PJ on a Mission…
DON’T FORGET TO
PRAY!

Birthdays
•
•

Come for a giant
water fight!
Wear dark shirts and
shorts and bring a

Julianna Smith
July 10

change of clothes.

Nick Vath
July 18

across from the

•

Caleb Williamson
July 20

•

Logan Carrington
July 17

•

Gabe Potter
July 26

•

Quinn Laulainen
July 30

Anniversary!
•

Water Fight Youth Night!
July 16th at 6pm

PJ and Alicia
celebrate 9 years of
marriage on the 4th
of July!

4th Tuesdays of the
Month 7:30-8:30am
In the Northlake Prayer Room

Meet in the field
youth room!

GIRLS ONLY

Friday Night Movie Night!
Friday July 13th
6-10 pm at the Wenzek’s

We'll be watching a PG rated movie to be
determined and playing games—plus a yummy
dinner!

PJ on Mission!
I am a Vision School graduate (as of a year ago)! Part of the
training of that class was to prepare the students to go to some of
the last unreached people groups of our day. This includes
countries like Turkey, Morocco, Pakistan, and Iraq. A few months
ago, I heard a radio report on the living conditions inside the
Syrian refugee camp. My heart broke and when I heard that I
could go with InterCP to help out, I was stoked. I will be leaving
the first part of July and will return mid July. I would love your
support and prayers.
Thank you! PJ

See Ty & Rainee for
Registration Forms
or grab one in the
foyer on Sundays!

Pastor Joshua (808) 987-5846 & Alicia Wenzek (808) 987-5892 at 3296 Nebraska, LV

NorthlakeKids
A Note From Pastor Mir
Hello Northlake Family! Just wanted to reiterate how we are trying to implement more of a Life Group style
Sunday morning for our NorthlakeKids ministry. This entails reading a Bible story or watching a video, but
then letting the children be interactive and ask questions. It is our
hope that by learning the stories of the Bible and discussing them
relationally the children will get to know Jesus in a more personal
way.
Last quarter the children participated in a quarter-long activity
where they answered questions about the Bible lesson of the day.
They received stars for answering correctly and for good behavior in
class. The top five kids were invited to Sweetspot with Lise, Angelina
and me. We had a wonderful time together!

Blessings, Miranda

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25th
Noon—3:00pm
Louis Rasmussen Day Park
Port of Kalama
110 West Marine Drive
Kalama, WA 98625

All Northlake Families
are Welcome!
Bring: Your favorite picnic dish to
share, swimming stuff if you want
to get wet, lawn games, blankets,
lawn chairs, etc.
We’ll supply plates, plasticware,
napkins & water.
LET’S ENJOY THE DAY BY
JUST BEING TOGETHER!

SUNDAY
MORNINGS
10:00am—11:45am

Infants thru Age 1
Nursery Upstairs

Toddlers 2’s-3’s
Room 108
10:30am— 11:45am

Preschool 4’s-Kind.
Room 104
1st—5th Grade
Room 105

Moms, Dads, Grandmas, Grandpas, Aunties, Uncles, & All!
Would you like to join us downstairs on a Sunday morning with your story of salvation
and a fun treat from home to share with our NorthlakeKids this summer? We would
love to have you come tell the tale of how you came to know Jesus or even a kidfriendly story about something amazing the Lord has done for you!
Let Pastor Miranda know and we’ll put you on the schedule as an honored guest!

NorthlakeSeniors

NorthlakeSeniors
SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY—Ages 50+
If you are at least 50 years old, we would like you to join us on any of our activities listed below!
We schedule some of our trips on Saturdays for those that are not yet retired.
Please join us!
(If one member of a couple is 50+ they are both welcome to come to our events!

Wednesday, July 11th – Men’s Breakfast at 9:00am

The men meet at Campus Towers, 1767 20th
Avenue, Longview for breakfast and fellowship on Wednesday, June 18 at 9am. Men invite your 50+ friends to join
you for breakfast. Call Butch Harford at 360/577-0368 with any questions.

Sunday July 15th — Sunday Dinner at Noon
THIS MONTH’S LOCATION: Come join us at Sizzler’s Restaurant for good food and fellowship. We would love to have
anyone 50+ join us so we can get to know one another better! Please call Kathleen Rollins at 360/577-0709 with any
questions. Following worship at Northlake!
Continued from page 2, Northlake Fostering Together—FOSTER CARE IS SPIRTUAL WARFARE

the Enemy's rights to be terminated in his
life? And without hesitation Jesus responds: Yes, and I accept full responsibility for
him from here on out.
On some level, this is what the scriptures mean
when they refer to Jesus as our "advocate" and
our "mediator". He stood for us when we could
not stand on our own. He spoke on our behalf
when we had no words worthy to speak. The
battle has been fought for us. Jesus has won.
The Enemy no longer retains His manipulative,
deceiving and destructive rights over us. We
have been forever adopted into the family of
God because of the work of Jesus on our behalf.
This is the gospel.
It’s this gospel that calls and compels us to
stand for these kids exactly where Jesus has
stood for us in it - to physically do for them
what He has spiritually done for us. It pulls us
into the fight and prompts us to point to Him as
the Hero in all of this.
THE REAL ENEMY
Although certainly not innocent bystanders in
all of this, the real enemy we stand against in
foster care is not biological parents or a broken
system – it is Satan who seeks to steal and kill
6

and destroy the most vulnerable and defenseless.
While these kids’ situations often times demand an extreme and just intervention, the
enemy we fight against is not birth parents or
broken systems, but in the grand unseen spiritual world of things, it’s Satan. This is the essence of what Paul means in Ephesians 6:12
when he says, "...we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places."
Spiritual warfare defined.
This is what makes it entirely possible for us to
be against the destructive actions of biological
parents but still for the redemptive pursuit of
their souls - to be against what they've done
but still for them. We are for them. They are
not the Enemy - they are humans. Broken humans in need of redemption - just like you and
me.
THE TRUE HERO
In the grand, unseen spiritual battle raging
around us, Satan is the ultimate Enemy and
Jesus is the True Hero - not us. What an incredible truth for those entrenched in the battle of
foster care to be reminded of - Jesus is the
Hero.

With Jesus as the Hero we are free from the
need to bear the weight of redemption that
only He was ever intended to carry. With Jesus
as the Hero foster care is not simply a hopeless
struggle but rather a vivid expression of a spiritual battle in which the victory of beauty will
eventually triumph over the vices of brokenness.
With Jesus as the Hero the struggles will be real
for us but they do not have the power to defeat
us; they will be heavy upon us but they do not
have the power to break us; the Enemy will
seek to destroy us but he will not have the
power to prevail over us. This is the confidence
upon which we intercede on behalf of these
kids. This is the hope which steadies us even as
the war rages on around us.

This is spiritual warfare.

This is the gospel.

This is foster care.

APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES Expanding the Kingdom
Mexico Mission Team
Friday, July 27-Sunday, August 5.
Please indicate your interest on your
Sunday Connect Card or email:
northlake.church.info@gmail.com

Sunday Mornings at Northlake
(9:15am-9:50am—FOUNDATIONS: prophetic worship)

Help is needed for ministry expenses.
If you can help, please designate your
gift to: Mexico Mission Team

WORSHIP 10:00am-10:30am
Full band worship ends with a 5 minute break.

NorthlakeKids children’s ministries K-5th begins here.
10:35am-11:45am
FAMILY WORSHIP/MESSAGE & RESPONSE
We start with a hymn, share family news and
announcements and then receive the message
with a response time. On occasion we may go
past 11:45am, though you are always free to go
when you need to! Parents should pickup kids from

NorthlakeKids no later than 11:45am. THANKS!

2018 Philippines Mission Team
November 5-16
Please keep our team in your prayers in our time of training and
preparation. 12 are planning to travel with team this Fall!

You can participate by giving!
Designate your gift to:
Philippines Mission Team
Your giving will pay for medications and
other items for the clinic outreaches.

Financial Snapshot May 2018
Budget GOAL
$ 33,000
Tithes & Offerings REC’D $ 59,525
Other giving: Emergency Needs Fund ($287); Campus Towers
($25); Three Rivers Christian School ($150); Community
House on Broadway ($154); Love INC of Cowlitz County
($1,625); Three Rivers House of Prayer ($100); Hard Hats for
Christ ($50); Mexico Mission Team ($985); Philippines Mission
($1,540); Philippines: Koronadal Church Plant ($200); Uganda:
Martin & Elizabeth ($225); Uganda Well Fund ($125); Jews for
Jesus ($5); Israel Mission ($18); Tents of Mercy ($5); India:
Joseph & Lynne ($95); CCCSEC Human Trafficking Task
Force: Girl's Resiliency ($15,000); LOVE OFFERING: House
of Prayer for All Nations ($4,711)

TOTAL GIVING:
$87,009
Thank you for your faithful worship through giving!
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Northlake coffee mugs are
available for $5 each!
Stop by the Welcome Center on
Sundays or the church office M-TH, 8am-4pm.

This Summer—get
Connected at Northlake!
see page 3 for details—contact the Church Office for more info









EXTENDED MINISTRIES
For more information about Campus Towers Retirement Home

www.campustowers.org
For more information about Three Rivers Christian School

www.3riversschool.net

Northlake Hiking Club
Family Tennis Lessons
Northlake Motorcycle Cruising
Basketball Camp @ New Life
Conquer Series/Pure Desire groups
Unoffendable—book study
Summer Life Group: starts in August

STAY IN TOUCH
COME SEE US

2614 Ocean Beach Hwy.
Longview. WA 98632

CALL US

(360) 423-3805

VISIT US

www.northlake-church.org

