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Mark Schmutz, senior pastor

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord,
so walk in him, rooted and built up in him
and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.
Colossians 2:6-7 (ESV)
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Recently I made an early morning stop at a local grocery store.
The place was buzzing with activity. Dozens of workers were
restocking the shelves for the next day at the market. It made be
pause and marvel at the super-abundance of food and goods that
are available to us on our grocery store shelves.
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FOCUS: Thanksgiving
What an amazing blessing we have ...everyday! We can go to
one of the many stores in our community and pick up most
anything we want. By the end of the day, I had a busy evening that
was going to make having a meal at home impossible—so I headed
out for a quick trip to yet another store. For just a few dollars I
asked the nice woman at the deli counter for a piece of chicken and
some potatoes. Amazing! They were fresh, deliciously prepared and
a delightful bite to eat before I headed into a full evening schedule!
We live in an AMAZING place!!
As we enter the season of Thanksgiving, we remember the
historic realties of a people who had immigrated to a land
completely unknown to them. The winter came upon them with
great ferocity and they suffered severely. Native people came to
their aid and helped them acclimate to their new home and taught
them how to raise crops in this unfamiliar environment. The next
Fall they gathered together to give thanks.
They met in the name of Jesus Christ and ate and played and sang
together. They enjoyed good food and great friendship. What a
picture of the great love our heavenly Father has for us and the
sheer delight it is to gather together with others to celebrate that
with feasting and fun!
Colossians 2:6-7 encourages us to do five things that will make
thanksgiving abound in our lives, in our hearts, in our homes.
We are to:
1. Receive Jesus as Lord—recognize that we are simply
children in the hands of a kind and gracious Father;
2. Walk in Him—to take steps every day that demonstrate
His presence to others so they sense He is near;
3. Be rooted and built up in Christ—to put down deep
roots in the soil of God that is revealed by the fruit of
the Spirit we bear and show others: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self control;
4. Be established in faith—not just a flash-in-the-pan,
stirred-for-a-moment faith, but bed-rock firmness that
has been tried and found true to Jesus, no matter what!
5. And, be teachable—humbly allowing God to use every
moment to reveal Himself to us and lead us into lives of
worship—even as we see the early morning grocery
store crew stocking the shelves while most of us are still
asleep.
God is also stocking the shelves for our souls so we can rise to
find all that we want and need to move us toward abounding in
thanksgiving every day. May the Lord bless you as you recognize His
goodness to you—in feasting on delicious foods—and in the
richness of His satisfying
presence in our lives as Savior
and Lord.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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It was an amazing evening! As the time drew near to begin our
Reformation Conversation at the St. Rose Parish Hall on Monday evening, October 30, it quickly became obvious that we did not have nearly enough table and chairs set up for all those who were streaming
through the doors. Adventists, Assemblies of God, Nazarenes, house
churches, Baptists, Lutherans, Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, nondenominational and community church members all came together with
a tangible hunger for oneness in Christ. The room was packed!
We shared the foundations of our faith that has its roots in the
universal declaration of promise to bless all peoples of the earth
through God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and its fulfillment in the reality of one people from every people, tribe, tongue
and nation—purchased for God by the very blood of His Son—and
answering the prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17 that we would be
one as the Father and Son are one, “so the world would know that the
Father sent the Son into the world.”
We laughed. We cried. We talked. We affirmed together that we
are one in Christ by saying “amen” to each of the 12 tenants of the
apostle’s creed and praying the Lord’s prayer together.
Thank you, Northlake, for your strong presence at this historic
gathering in our community. May the oneness of Christ increase!

Living in Community, Connect Groups

Connecting at Northlake!
Life Groups/House Church: open-ended, relationship-based groups that
meet regularly to experience the Lord’s
PRESENCE, POWER and PURPOSE.
Some groups meet weekly, some bi-weekly in the model of Jesus and His group of followers: Jesus had 3 very close friends; 12 core group members; and, 70 ministry partners who reached
out to all the people they could with the message and power of God’s love. Groups primarily meet in
homes, but groups meet wherever and whenever they decide will work best for them! The primary purpose is relationship in the pursuit of Jesus...together!
We need new groups—find a partner and start inviting the people you see coming on Sunday mornings.
This is our primary place of connecting.

NEW GROUP FORMING!

Northlake

YoungAdults

Miranda Meredith is leading a
new group for young adults. The
group meets on Wednesday
from 6pm-8pm.
Contact Miranda for details

CONNECT Groups: short-term opportunities to build relationships through shared interests & activities, life enrichment classes & seminars, and…ministries & mission teams.
This Fall we have six groups that have formed:
Jim Chenoweth will be leading this 6-week video-based course of Philip Yancey’s book, Prayer: Does It Really
Make Any Difference? Beginning on Monday, October 9 the group will meet for six weeks on Monday nights
from 6:30pm-8pm in the Prayer Room.
Finding Peace, led by licensed counselor Jana Schmutz exploring Biblical foundations for handling anxiety and
stress. The group meets on three Saturday mornings: October 28 and November 4 and 11. There is no cost for
this group and child care can be arranged on request.
Star Trek Adventures RPG (role playing game) is open to everyone ages 13-99! Reuben & Laura Powers and Teresa Ferguson will be leading this fun, engaging role playing game once-a-month on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. Interested players can sign up on October 1 & 8 and the group will determine the best time and place. If
you love storytelling, board games, improv and people this is for you—and bring your gaming friends along!
“Join us as we ‘boldly go’ in search of the Final Frontier ...and a deeper connection with one another.”
Fostering Together is a ministry group that is being formed by Marchelle Knapp, Aileen Stanford and Kathleen Rollins to investigate and meet the needs of those who are serving in foster parenting as well as raise the value and highlight the need in our region for foster parents. The group meets on Sundays in the Prayer Room following worship through November 19. Lunch is provided.
Second Saturday Servants, is a group that Chris Ferguson is leading that will meet at ZoJo Coffee & Café on Ocean Beach Hwy and
then head out to make deliveries to families in need through Love INC. The group will reach out with God’s love on three Saturdays: remaining—November 11th & December 9th from 9am-12pm.
Prophetic Ministry For Everyone meets once a month to grow in the gift of prophecy—see page 6 for the next gathering.
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NorthlakeYouth
If you've never been to Youth
Group on Sunday Nights you
might be wondering what we do
for 2 hours every week! Here's
the rundown:
Games: we have a lot of great
basketball players and spend
free gym time as well as
organized games of gagaball,
soccer, dodgeball, sardines and
lots more!
Worship, Bible and Prayer: at the center we always like to
keep growing closer to Jesus by digging into His word together
(we've been enjoying getting a foundational big picture this
year) along with singing and prayer.
Food: from Krispy Kreme doughnuts, to carrots and humus, and
everyone's favorite, chocolate milk we love our snack time! We
also just got the great donation of a popcorn popper! :) We're
super grateful
to those who
have donated
things to feed these hungry
bellies over the weeks!
In coming weeks and months
we'll be planning more outreach
such as the Love Packages!

Prayer Room
YOUTH focus!
We invite any youth, anyone
who has a heart for youth,
and anyone who just loves to
pray, as we focus specific
prayer time on our students
for an hour the fourth
Tuesday morning each
month. Please come join
us, or let us know how we
can pray for you... In the
Northlake Prayer Room!
7:30am to 8:30am

We're so excited to be the hands and
feet of Jesus spreading love
throughout our community this
November!! Join us in delivering
essentials (warm socks, tooth
brushes, gloves, hats etc.) to the
homeless population in Longview!
Meet at Northlake gym at 4pm on
Sunday November 19 wear warm
clothes and a heart full of love! After
we hand out packages, join us in the
youth room for a Thanksgiving pie
feast! Feel free to bring a parent or
guardian to share in our pie feast We just need to know an idea of how
many are coming! Contact PJ or
Alicia or Pastor Miranda for more
info.
* Northlake - if you have a pie you
want to donate—let us know!
Pastor Joshua (808) 987-5846 & Alicia Wenzek (808) 987-5892 at 3296 Nebraska, Lv.

NorthlakeKids
Northlake Families,
Thank you for your generous giving to our
LOVE PACKAGES barrel in the foyer!
Your generosity is one of the things that makes
Northlake feel like FAMILY! We hope you’ll continue to
bring in more much needed items till the deadline of
Sunday, November 19th… especially

socks & gloves!!

Your NorthlakeKids & Youth can’t wait
to share the LOVE this season!!
WHAT TO BRING:
New hats, gloves, socks, hats,
hairbrushes, water toothbrushes, toothpaste, and
granola bars
See the barrel in the foyer for donations the weeks of
October 1st – November 12

THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH US!!

Thanksgiving
Countdown Calendar

SUNDAY
MORNINGS
10:00am—11:30am
Infants thru Age 1
Nursery Upstairs
Toddlers 2’s-3’s
Room 108
10:30am— 11:30am
4’s, 5’s, & Kind.
Room 104

1st—5th Grade
Room 105

Inspired by an advent calendar, your
family can express gratitude every day
leading up to Thanksgiving. Try it with
your family at home this season!
Make It: Cut flaps off of manila
envelopes. Adhere number stickers or rubons to each envelope, one for each day leading up to and
including Thanksgiving. Hang a piece of twine or string on
your wall or mantel, and clip envelopes in numerical order to
the line with mini clothespins. If you have four members in
your family, cut four colors of paper into thin rectangles,
assigning each family member a color. On each day leading
up to Thanksgiving, encourage everyone to write something
they are thankful for on their respective slip of paper and
put into that day's envelope. READ THEM TOGETHER ON
THANKSGIVING!

2017
Thursday
November 23

Watch for Parent
Co-op info to
come this month!

NorthlakeSeniors

NorthlakeSeniors
SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY—Ages 50+
If you are at least 50 years old, we would like you to join us on any of our activities listed below!
We schedule some of our trips on Saturdays for those that are not yet retired.
Please join us!
(If one member of a couple is 50+ they are both welcome to come to our events!

Please note LOCATION & TIME changes:

Wednesday, November 8th - Men’s Breakfast at 9:00am

All men age 50+ are invited to
meet at Campus Towers. We meet for breakfast and fellowship. Men invite your 50+ friends to join you for
breakfast! Call Butch Harford at 360/577-0368 with any questions.

Saturday, November 11th - Single Sisters at Noon

The ladies will meet at the Carriage
Restaurant. Marian Bradburn will be the hostess. Please bring 2 cans of food for Help Warehouse. Also donation
for Meals on Wheels will be accepted. If you have questions, please call Ann Waadevig at 360/425-7884.

Sunday, November 19th - Sunday Dinner at Noon

Come join us at Sizzler’s Restaurant for
good food and fellowship. We would love to have anyone 50+ join us so we can get to know one another better.
We meet following Sunday Worship at Northlake!

Northlake

The Annual
Senior Christmas Luncheon is in the planning stage. This event is by presold tickets only. It will be held in the Fireside Room. Tickets will go on sale soon. Tickets are $5.00 each.

Christmas Decorating
SATURDAY
November 25, 9am-12pm

Welcome to
Northlake
Church!
SUNDAY, November 26
12pm-1:30pm
Northlake Prayer Room
Lunch Provided
Child Care available upon request

This is a new opportunity we are providing
Come and help us deck our halls for the advent for anyone new to Northlake to come and
meet with Pastor Mark and receive an
season and celebration of the birth of
introduction to our church. Who are we
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
and what is God’s particular call upon us?
Advent begins Sunday, December 3.
Come and find out!
Our Christmas Eve Celebration will take place on
Welcome
to Northlake Church!
6 Sunday, December 24 from 6pm-7pm.

Prophetic Ministry
for Everyone!
Designated Wednesday evenings
each month—6:30pm-8pm; Fireside Room
Mark Schmutz, facilitator
———————————————————

WEDNESDAY, November 29

Regional Prophetic Strategy
a theology of place; territorial spirits; powers
principalities and forces of darkness and the
heavenly realms and the gift of prophecy.

APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES reaching the nations!

Sunday Mornings at Northlake
(9:15am-9:50am—FOUNDATIONS: prophetic worship)

WORSHIP 10:00am-10:30am
Full band worship ends with a 5 minute break.

NorthlakeKids children’s ministries K-5th begins here.

Here is the well we raised funds to install in Uganda! A
whole community will benefit from access to clean water.
Water is Life! And we have been blessed to bring life in
Jesus’ name. Thank you to everyone who gave to make this
possible for our dear friends in Uganda!

10:35am-11:45am
FAMILY WORSHIP/MESSAGE & RESPONSE
We start with a hymn, share family news and
announcements and then receive the message
with a response time. On occasion we may go
past 11:45am, though you are always free to go
when you need to! Parents should pickup kids from

NorthlakeKids no later than 11:45am.

THANKS!

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
Financial Snapshot September 2017
GOAL
$ 30,000
REC’D
$ 29,258
Other giving: Emergency Needs Fund ($54); Building Fund ($250);
Young Adult Ministry ($100); Love INC of Cowlitz County ($75);
Three Rivers Christian School ($1,310); Community House on
Broadway ($363); Three Rivers House of Prayer ($550); Mexico
Mission Team ($17); Uganda Mission ($329); Ephraim & Jova
($150); Martin & Elizabeth ($475); Uganda Well Fund ($11); Uganda Refugee Teachers ($50); TAN Refugees ($1,409); Philippines
Mission Team ($60); World Mission Offering ($100); One Great
Hour of Sharing—Hurricane Relief ($1,175); Hard Hats for Christ
($50); People International ($900); Operation Mobilization—Turkey
($750)

TOTAL GIVING:
$37,467
After three quarters of 2017, we currently have $72,321
in our available cash position. Out of this we will have a
share of the gym roof paid in October in the range of
$12,000.
We have also received special gifts to help fund the vision we shared at the beginning of this year to remodel the

Fireside Room, acquire video equipment to increase opportunities to participate in morning worship in various locations in the Northlake facility, to make improvements in our
technology and address other deferred maintenance projects.
Many of these projects are still in the planning stages,
but some equipment has been purchased and will be installed as soon as possible. We have also contracted with a
local designer to make recommendations for our Fireside
Café and for a new exterior color scheme—painting will
take place next summer.
This month the elders are meeting with the Three Rivers
Christian School board to set campus priorities for the next
few years. The school and early learning center has already
started a major kitchen upgrade—stop by a take a look! We
also are considering upgrades in heating and air conditioning as well as parking lot and Ocean Beach Highway entrance upgrades. It all becomes possible as God’s people
give! Thank you for your faithful giving!!
7

The Hollybells – n.

Northlake Church

2614 Ocean Beach Hwy., Longview, WA 98632

U.S Postage

PAID

Longview, WA
PERMIT NO. 35
ZIP CODE 98632

Looking Ahead… SPECIAL MEETING, Sunday, December 3, 12pm

NORTHLAKE BUDGET & ELECTIONS
All members are asked to mark your calendar and plan to attend our annual special meeting for budget and elections. The proposed budget will be mailed on November 22. We ask that you prayerfully review the proposal and come prepared with any questions—as well as asking
the Lord about your current level of giving: do you need to increase toward a full 10% (a tithe) or make budget plans for other giving? Maybe
the Lord will prompt you to do some special giving to our various missions of the month or another regional ministry that is fulfilling the purposes of the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray...and plan!
The nominating ministry team is also preparing candidates for this year’s open offices: elders (3), treasurer (1), and nominating ministry
team members (3). Thank you to each one who is making yourself available to serve as the Lord will call as we pray and cast our votes on December 3.
This is an important part of our congregational life together. Please be in prayer and make it a priority to attend and participate. Child care
will be provided for the meeting which we anticipate will be brief. No other business is conducted at this meeting. The meeting is open to all,
but you must be a member to vote in these decisions. We will meet in the sanctuary.

EXTENDED MINISTRIES
For more information about Campus Towers Retirement Home

www.campustowers.org
For more information about Three Rivers Christian School

www.3riversschool.net

STAY IN TOUCH
COME SEE US

2614 Ocean Beach Hwy.
Longview. WA 98632

CALL US

(360) 423-3805

VISIT US

www.northlake-church.org

