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Fallen Giants: Lessons From Failure
The Wisest Idiot
(1 Kings 11:1-6)
King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. They were from nations about
which the Lord had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because
they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to
them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines,
and his wives led him astray. As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after
other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of
David his father had been. He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and
Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the
Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as David his father had done.
1. What is something that stood out to me in the message today?

2. What is one question I have as a result of this message?

3. What is one commitment I need to make after hearing this message today?

Notes:

Connect Group Questions
Fallen Giants: The Wisest Idiot
(1 Kings 11:1-6)
1. Read how Solomon was proclaimed King in 1 Kings 1:28-30. What does this teach
you about the type of person God uses for his service and what does that mean for
you?

2. This week read Song of Songs/Solomon (don’t worry you won’t get bored). What do
you notice about Solomon and his wife? What do you think drove
Solomon to where
he is in 1 Kings 11:3?

3. Our passage says “they [1,000 foreign women], turned his [Solomon’s] heart to
worship other gods.” Why do you think Solomon allowed these cultures to
influence him so dramatically in spite of his supernatural wisdom?

4. This week we compared some things our culture values to that of Christ-centered
values. Which of these stuck out to you the most? Do you struggle in valuing any of
these (or others) over what the Bible says at times?

5. Read Romans 12:1-2. As a follower of Christ, what is the most difficult spiritual
application (an adjustment you had to make) you have encountered that is “countercultural”?

